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PREFATORY NOTE 


TuIs collection of Great American Speeches can be 
used for study or for supplementary reading in classes 
in both American history and English. The speeches 
chosen represent rather well-marked periods in our de- 
velopment, or great crises of our social and political 
advance. The different purposes of the speeches and the 
dissimilar kinds of material treated provide enough variety 
to prevent monotony. Every teacher will have an individ- 
ual method of using this book. The processes of study 
indicated in the introduction are intended to be merely 
suggestive. Fuller discussions of the purpose, material, 
and structure of all kinds of addresses are contained in the 
editor’s Public Speaking. 
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GREAT AMERICAN 
SPEECHES 


INTRODUCTION 


At all times in the history of the world the spoken 
word has exercised an influence over the thoughts and 
actions of people. We are likely to think of ancient 
Greece and Rome as the lands in which orators wielded 
their most powerful sway, yet medieval Europe, Renais- 
sance Italy, Cromwellian England, revolutionary France, 
and chaotic Russia have equalled the ancient nations in 
exhibiting the possibility of swaying public sentiment by 
means of direct appeal in speech. The short history of 
the United States could almost be written as a record of 
the public utterances of its great leaders. 

Our Revolutionary Period was prepared for by a long 
series of speeches both here and in England. The begin- 
nings of our national life centered in deliberations of con- 
ventions and legislatures. Governmental powers and 
states rights were fixed by important speeches. The strug- 
gle culminating in the Civil War was marked by addresses 
and debates. Webster won his fame by many speeches, 
and lost his prestige by one. Lincoln became the hope of 
the land because of his appearances before audiences. 
Individual progress has been marked by speech-making. 
Nations—as Italy by the soldier-poet D’Annunzio—have 
been drawn into war by the stirring addresses of their 
leaders. Wars have been settled and reconstruction initi- 
ated through the medium of speeches. 

Specific speeches may be as varied as the circum- 
stances of daily life. But in studying any speech there are 
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certain definite principles to be considered, no matter what 
kind of speech it is. These principles may be grouped 
under five headings: (1) Purpose; (2) Occasion; (3) 
Audience; (4) Material; (5) Style. 

Every speech should have a purpose. The man who 
talks merely to kill time should be firmly suppressed or 
disregarded. No one should attempt to speak unless he 
has something to say and can confine his remarks to the 
point. The minister speaks to instruct or lead his congre- 
gation. The lawyer speaks to secure a verdict from the 
jury. The legislator speaks to secure votes for or against 
a bill. The candidate for office speaks to induce people to 
vote for him. The representative of a labor organization 
speaks to induce the board of directors to raise wages. 
The sales-manager addresses the salesmen to show them 
how they can get larger orders. The judge instructs the 
jury upon how to interpret the testimony and apply the 
law. The pupil can make this list as long as human 
activity. This rule should determine his judgment of 
every speech he hears or studies. A speech without a 
purpose is worthless. Such phrases as the following are 
frequently used of speeches: “ What was the point he 
was trying to make?” “He got off the point entirely.” 
“He spoke beside the subject.” “ That isn’t the point at 
all.” They indicate that people are quick to see the 
worthlessness of any speech which does not answer the ~ 
purpose it should, or one which has no purpose. 

Every one of the speeches in this book should be stud- 
ied carefully as to its purpose. That purpose should be 
definitely stated to the satisfaction of the class in a short 
form of one or more declarative sentences. This may then 
be termed the theme of the speech as well as the expres- 
sion of its purpose. 

Closely related to the purpose or theme is the occasion. 
When, and under what circumstances, was the speech 
delivered? At times the occasion determines the theme; 
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t other times the theme determines the occasion. A 
peaker at a banquet, celebrating a victory, would hardly 
ise the opportunity to urge votes for a presidential can- 
lidate. Nor should a dignified occasion be used for 
rifling entertainment or amusement. At a meeting in 
Missouri, of the Pennsylvania Society, a speaker con- 
‘ratulated the members on keeping alive their devotion to 
heir native state instead of relinquishing their feelings ; 
hen he suddenly turned, and for an hour berated all 
oreigners who continue to love their native lands. His 
heme was entirely unrelated to the occasion, but he had 
his speech in his mind and wanted to deliver it. Many 
peakers fail to interest and impress because they do not 
snow how to adapt themselves or their material to 
he occasion. 

Part of the occasion is the audience. It is in the 
ympathetic realization of exactly what the audience is 
ind how it may be moved that the greatest speakers show 
heir equipment. Audiences have distinct personalities. 
Speakers realize this and try to take advantage of it. Few 
nen can always adjust their material and manner to all 
cinds of audiences. A lawyer accustomed to speaking 
yvefore courts dealing with complex civil cases might find 
t absolutely impossible to interest a thousand school boys. 
\ labor leader might be out of place before the members 
of a woman’s club. A young man who could control 
. college mass meeting might not be able to control even 
iimself in an appearance before the college faculty. 
Janiel Webster spoke very differently before the assem- 
lage at the dedication of the Bunker Hill Monument 
rom the way he did before the United States Senate. 
Vhen Lincoln went to New York in 1860 to speak, he 
vas warned that this audience would include many men 
vho never attended political meetings. Lincoln consid- 
red carefully during the three days after his arrival 
xactly how he would address this audience, so different 
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from those he had known in the West. Many an audience 
is indifferent or opposed to a speaker before he starts, 
and if he cannot overcome that indifference or argue away 
that opposition his speech is doomed to failure. When 
Webster was a beginning lawyer he noticed that an attor- 
ney, who frequently represented the other side in court, 
had a definite way of addressing the jury, which is, ina law 
case, the actual audience of the lawyers’ speeches. And 
Webster had to admit to himself that, though he made 
what he considered good speeches, the opposing lawyer 
secured most verdicts from the jurors. 

The fourth element to be considered in a speech is its 
material. This is closely related to the purpose, yet the 
purpose does not always determine the material. In dis- 
cussing the material to be used to convince a board that 
the salaries of its employees should be raised, two groups © 
offered two different kinds of material. One was to show 
that salaries in other cities were higher. The other was 
that the purchasing power of the dollar had shrunk. Here 
were two entirely different kinds of material to effect the 
same purpose. In the Bunker Hill Speech Webster could 
have included a wealth of material not even touched upon. 
He could have omitted all references to the newly formed 
republics of South America, All his material might have 
been historical. Lincoln, in the Gettysburg Address, chose 
exactly the right material. 

The best way to master the material of a speech is to 
make an outline of it in which by the use of margins and 
symbols the relations of the various parts to one another 
are clearly indicated. No speech is mastered until its 
material is known. 

More difficult for students than a mastery of the 
material is an analysis and appreciation of the style. The 
way to begin the study of the style of a speaker is to 
know what elements to notice. The following questions 
form a practical basis for a simple study of style: 
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A. PaRaGRAPHs, 
1. Long or short? 
2. Unified or not? 
3. Are there topic and summary sentences? 
4. Are the paragraphs plainly related? 
5. Progressive or stationary? 


B. SENTENCES. 


1. Is there any peculiarity of structure? 

2. Which predominates, long or short? 

3. Simple, complex, compound? 

4. Balanced sentences ? 

5. Based on contrast, parallel arrangement, 
climax? 

6. Are sentences related or detached? 

7. Does the speaker impart contrast, climax, sur- 
prise, abruptness? 


C. Worps. 


1. Is the vocabulary Anglo-Saxon or foreign? 

2. Are words long or short? 

3. Are there many or few adjectives? 

4. Are words used in exact and literal meanings, 
or figuratively and metaphorically? 

5. Are there many figures of speech? 

6. Are there many references and allusions? 

7. Are they literary, industrial, scientific, relig- 
ious, classical, historical ? 

8. Do they cover a wide or narrow range? 


D. TREATMENT. 

1. Is it serious, humorous, whimsical, moral, 
ethical, historical ? 

2. What .sentiment pervades it: enthusiasm, 
prejudice, pride, justice, exaggeration, loy- 
alty, etc.? 
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In studying any particular speech the first attempt 
should be to master its contents so well that you will 
retain as much as though you had heard it delivered by 
its author. In study, certain circumstances present at the 
actual delivery are absent: the speaker himself, the real 
occasion, the impressiveness of the audience, the timeli- 
ness of the sentiments, the response of mind and heart 
to the direct appeal of the speaker. In such circumstances 
a well-constructed speech may make a deep and lasting 
impression, which will be retained by a hearer for years. 
In study, the attempt to secure the same effect should be 
made continually, for certain speeches are worthy of living 
forever in the minds of men. Most of the details listed 
above the student will have to revive for himself through ~ 
the exercise of his imagination. This faculty should be 
drawn into every phase of the study. When a member of 
the class stands before it and repeats Lincoln’s Gettys- 
burg Address, the listeners should try to forget him, and 
instead of pupil and classroom picture in their mind’s 
eye the actual occasion—the great throng of people still in 
the stress and strain of the Civil War, the expectancy as 
Lincoln advanced to speak, his gaunt figure towering 
above them, and then the simple moving words unveiling 
the noble significance of the feeling beneath. 

If speeches are studied in this manner, they will cease 
to be black words upon a white page, and they will spring 
into colorful life. 

As an aid to retention a listener or student should be 
able to grasp quickly the main divisions. They are really 
only three—the introduction, the body or discussion, the 
conclusion. They correspond roughly to the beginning, 
middle, and end, except that the middle is the longest and 
most important. 

Determine first of all exactly where the introduction 
stops. Notice whether it is long or short, too long or too 
short. Then condense its material into two or three sen- 
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‘ences, perhaps a single sentence. A rule of Latin oratory 
directed that the introduction should render the hearers 
benevoles, attentes, dociles, that is, kindly disposed 
towards the speaker, attentive to his remarks, and willing 
-o be instructed by his explanations or convinced by his 
arguments. These are still worthy aims. Furthermore, 
-he speaker frequently refers to the occasion, and as often 
states plainly the theme of his ensuing remarks. 

In order to fix clearly in the mind the details of the 
introduction, it is a valuable exercise to have the whole 
class discuss it and decide upon the important phrases 
comprising its skeleton. These may then be expressed 
concisely and serve as the outline of that part of the 
speech. After the entire class has been instructed in this 
method of making an outline from the printed page, each 
member should work independently. The resultant out- 
lines will vary in details, yet they should agree in the main 
divisions and entries since the speaker should have made 
unmistakably clear the most important of his statements 
and arguments. 

The body or discussion is the portion of the production 
which counts for most. In it the speaker considers those 
detailed matters which prove his claim, enforce his posi- 
tion, make convincing his theme, justify his action, induce 
his hearers to act, to change their opinions, or to share his 
convictions. Anything the speaker believes will con- 
tribute to his purpose he may use. Remembering that his 
listeners must be impressed by a single delivery, he will 
be careful to make his plan so simple and plain that they 
will follow his development easily. As speeches increase 
in length they show more and more aids to retention. Lists 
are carefully numbered, contrasts pointed out, divisions 
labelled, transitions from one portion to another clearly 
indicated, relative importance stated. Students will dis- 
cover that attention to these helps provided by the speaker 
will render a complete familiarity with the material much 
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easier to attain. It will facilitate the making of the outline 
for this part. 

The main divisions of a speaker’s discussion are 
generally few and easily distinguished. Once they are 
decided upon, the minor and supporting statements can 
be fitted into their proper positions. A page will reduce 
to some half dozen entries, a paragraph will condense to 
a sentence, a group of sentences will become a phrase, a 
long series of words will summarize in a single noun. 
So they are jotted down. Then, later, a mere glance at 
these shortened entries will recall the host of details and 
words connected with them, and by the shortest mental 
process of association the material of the entire speech is 
re-collected. Even the exact phraseology will thus be 
restored to the mind. A memorized outline is the basis 
of complete knowledge of the extended speech. 

A second benefit derived from such outlines as de- 
scribed here is that, even to start the process, a reader 
must clearly understand what he is trying to represent. 
A great deal of what is called study in school looks at 
words as marks upon a page, rather than as symbols of 
ideas and thoughts. Unless a reader understands what 
he is reading he will not be able to prepare an outline, 
for the difference between important and subordinate will 
mean nothing to him. 

In the first draft of an outline not much attention 
should be paid to the appearance of the sheet. Use any 
kind of fairly large sheet. As you proceed don’t hesitate 
to cross out, interline, replace, underline, draw lines from 
one part to another, insert arrows to show that what you 
have marked 3 and 4 should be transposed; by inserting 
in margins squeeze in what was omitted the first time, and 
have as many private signs and contractions as you can 
to aid your work. In plain terms—zork over your out- 
line. Then when you are quite satisfied that it represents 
the orderly progression of the speech, make a second copy, 
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reducing your seemingly disordered jottings to beautiful 
regularity of form. ; 

Always notice whether the end of the discussion corre- 
sponds to the intention—clearly expressed or merely im- 
olied—of the introduction. Such analysis of the speeches 
of another will make you a discriminating judge of 
your own. 

If the speaker begins his third section with the phrase, 
“in conclusion,” you have no difficulty in recognizing that 
»0rtion. Do many good speakers use such an expression? 

The material of the conclusion should be judged from 
>ertain standards indicated by preceding parts of the 
speech. If the introduction stated definitely that a certain 
thing was going to be done by the succeeding remarks, 
the conclusion is to be judged by that standard. Its 
relation to all that precedes it should be noted carefully, 
for it is the last chance the speaker has to carry his in- 
tended effect into the minds of his hearers. Does it fail 
to redeem the promise? Does it drop in tone after the 
discussion? Does it seem unrelated? Does it rise above 
the previous portion? What is the reason for such exalta- 
‘ion? Is its effect secured, or does it seem a mere strain- 
ing after an effect? 

After a class has worked through a speech in the man- 
ner just indicated, one further step should be pursued 
0 serve two purposes: to review the entire production, 
and to restore it to life as a spoken address. The speech 
should be delivered—in whole or in parts—before the 
lass. The ability to memorize, in spite of all that has 
yeen said against it, is not to be superciliously condemned. 
There are many great utterances worth fixing in the mind 
for all time. Some of the speeches in this volume fall 
within that description. Oral delivery should never be 
illowed to spoil the speech. Rapidity, carelessness of 
snunciation, should be checked at once. Every person 
who can pronounce the words of the language can learn 
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to speak acceptably. Self-improvement in practice should 
be the aim of any delivery of the material herein included. 

Not every speech need be memorized and delivered. 
A study which can be made so fascinating as can the 
contemplation of the uttered thoughts of great men, should 
never be allowed to crystallize in any unvaried for- 
mal regularity. 

In order to help the student to reconstruct the occa- 
sions, the personalities of the speakers, and the circum- 
stances behind the speeches, short accounts of all these 
topics are included in this introduction. In most cases 
they will not be sufficient for adequate knowledge. Refer- 
ence books, histories, and biographies should be used for 
supplementary reports by an entire class or by individual 
members, either before the study of the speech itself is 
begun, or while it is in progress. Devices for vivifying 
the work as it advances will occur to every teacher 
and pupil. 

The ten addresses in this volume cover our history 
as a nation. Each speech represents a phase of our de- 
velopment. Each utterance interprets some significant 
period of change. Stretching from 1775 to 1917, they all 
reflect that quality of our people which is summed up in 
the single word—Americanism. 

Patrick Henry lived from 1736 until 1799. His early 
education was rather irregularly instilled in a small school 
and his father’s household, but it covered some training 
in Greek, Latin, and mathematics, the last subject being 
the only one for which the boy showed any fondness. At 
fifteen all regular instruction ceased. 

During the next few years the strong, active, but 
rather purposeless youth tried storekeeping, farming, and 
marriage, from all of which he extracted a great deal of: 
simple delight, but no material worldly provision or in- 
come. Thomas Jefferson, a younger lad, knew him in 
those happy, careless days which gave so little indication 
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of the greatness the man would display later. In his seem- 
ingly idle hours he had found time to do some valuable 
‘reading in Greek, Roman, and English history, and in 
whatever accounts of the past of America were then avail- 
able. He formed the productive habit of reading over and 
over again a few of the best books. At twenty-four, as 
he had failed to make a living by his hands, he decided 
to make it by his head and tongue. He became a lawyer. 
At his examination he did not show as much regular legal 
knowledge as an applicant should have possessed, but he 
displayed enough natural ability, common sense, and skill 
at reasoning to convince the committee that with the read- 
ing he promised to do he would become a good lawyer. 

After three years of usual practice he made a great 
reputation by a remarkable speech in a peculiar case 
concerning the pay of ministers in terms of tobacco. 
From this point on his ability in debate and his skill in 
speaking developed amazingly. Judged by such appear- 
ances he became one of the most popular and famous 
of Virginians. 

Within a short time after his election to the Virginia 
House of Burgesses he became the leader of the opposition 
against Great Britain. When copies of the Stamp Act 
reached the capital he drew up a set of bold resolutions 
by which, as he himself wrote later, “the great point of 
resistance to British taxation was universally established 
in the colonies.” Speaking in support of these reso- 
lutions he uttered those sentences familiar to every per- 
son as among the most dramatic phrases of the struggle 
for independence: 

“Czsar had his Brutus; Charles the First his Crom- 
well; and George the Third” (“ Treason,” shouted the 
Speaker of the House. “Treason! Treason!” came 
from all parts. Henry waited until the confusion had 
quieted). ‘And George the Third may profit by their 
example. If this be treason, make the most of it.” 
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In all the steps of the colonies during the next ten 
years he was associated with the well-known leaders. — 
In the Virginia Convention of 1775 he made, on March 23, 
the speech included in this book. He was supporting a 
group of resolutions drafted by himself, in which he 
stated, “ Resolved, That this colony be immediately put 
into a posture of defense; and that . . . be a com- 
mittee to prepare a plan for the embodying, arming, and 
disciplining such a number of men as may be sufficient for 
that purpose.” 

The important point of these resolutions and the speech 
is that they accepted as inevitable the conflict with Great 
Britain. Other statesmen said that if something were not 
done, there might be a war. Patrick Henry swept aside 
all mere theories and procrastination. 

Subsequent events which fulfilled all his expectations 
kept him occupied in state and national affairs. From 
1776 until 1779 he served three terms as Governor of 
Virginia, from 1784 until 1786 two additional terms. He 
was also a member of the Ratifying Convention of 1788, 
which considered the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

George Washington, whose character and fame em- 
body all the noble ideals associated with the struggle for 
American independence and the organization of stable 
government, was born in 1732. His eventful life ex- 
tended to 1799. Every detail of his early years seems now 
to have been a destined preparation for the greatest deeds 
of his mature career. A delightful friendship gave him 
the chance to become a practical surveyor. The experi- 
ences furnished by that work in the rough hills and forests 
made him rugged enough to stand any demands made 
upon his powers of endurance. Habits of accuracy, relia- 
bility, and courage increased his reputation with everyone 
who heard of him, so that it was not surprising that at 
twenty-three he was appointed aide-de-camp to the British 
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—zeneral Braddock, who marched westward to dispossess 
the French intruders in the Ohio valley. Braddock’s 
-xpedition ended in defeat, but it taught the young Vir- 
rinia gentleman some of the essential principles of war- 
are, and led him to conclusions which only twenty years 
sater he used to such good purpose in the war for inde- 
yendence. At twenty-six he was the best-known American 
military man. 

A happy marriage, large estates, prosperous planting, 
nade the life of Washington the usual pleasant one of 
the aristocratic Virginian. While not so outspoken and 
jemonstrative as others in the preliminary steps against 
areat Britain, George Washington’s sincere convictions 
were known and their influence appreciated. He was a 
lelegate to the Continental Congress of 1775, and there, 
although the jealous feelings of New England and the 
South cropped out at times, Washington was nominated 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental army by a 
New Englander, John Adams. In accepting the commis- 
sion, Washington stipulated that he should receive no pay 
for his services. Only his expenses were to be met from 
he public funds. 

The varying fortunes of the American army during 
he following five years should be revivified by a rapid 
-e-reading of some short history. Through all this time 
here stands out the inspiring noble character of the man 
ypon whom lay the supreme burden of winning the war 
and securing with it the independence of the young 
ation. After the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, 
n 1781, the American leader looked forward only to retire- 
nent from active participation in stirring events to his 
ong-neglected Virginia estates. The opportunity arrived 
n 1783, when, having said farewell to his officers in New 
York, he resigned as Commander-in-Chief at Annapolis, 
vhere Congress was then sitting. The next four years 
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at Mount Vernon were filled with the delightful tasks of 
the country gentleman. 

Washington realized that the Articles of Confederation 
adopted in 1781 were too faulty to establish a strong 
national government. Knowledge of his opinions and 
recognition of his preéminence led to his being chosen 
President of the Convention called in 1787 to draw up 
a new form of government. This document was the Con- 
stitution which is still in force. To this Washington, 
as President of the body, affixed the first signature. In 
further fitting recognition of his greatness Washington 
was chosen first President under the new system, and was 
inaugurated on April 30, 1789, at New York. 

He intended to serve only one term, and as its end 
approached he even consulted with James Madison about 
making this intention known to the people. The wishes, 
however, of the entire nation could not be disregarded, 
so Washington, unanimously reélected, served the second 
term. To forestall any attempt to continue him in office, 
he began to draw up a statement to convey his opinions 
to the public at large. He had retained some of the 
suggestions previously made by James Madison. At this 
time he laid his project before Alexander Hamilton and 
John Jay, who in conversations with each other and with 
Washington frankly discussed both the general plan of the 
farewell and some of its definite expressions. Hamilton 
and Jay considered the draft prepared by the President ; 
then, in order that this should not be marked by their 
changes or interlineations, they prepared a second, in 
which they introduced their suggested alterations. In 
the final document Washington incorporated some 
of these. 

When the paper was in its finished form there arose 
the question of the manner of its delivery. There was 
no occasion for reading it either before Congress or 
before any other body. Washington decided to have it 
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printed in a newspaper. The arrangement was made 
with the editor and proprietor of the American Daily 
‘Advertiser, published in Philadelphia. The President 
himself corrected the proof, being “very minute” in 
naking changes in the punctuation. Written as a speech 
to be delivered and always considered such, Washing- 
ton’s Farewell Address appeared in the newspaper on 
Monday, September 19, 1796. 

Only once after this was Washington drawn into 
national affairs. In 1798 the actions of the French gov- 
ernment and the activities of its sympathizers and 
opponents in this country made people fear war. In 
preliminary steps Congress called the great leader to 
command the army. Washington, desirous only of peace- 
ful retirement, stipulated that he should not actually take 
command until war had been declared. Before any con- 
clusion was reached he caught cold while riding about 
his plantation in a storm of hail, rain, and snow, and 
died on December 14, 1799. 

Thomas Jefferson was born in 1743 and died in 1826. 
Though closely associated with both Patrick Henry and 
George Washington, his career stretches over the first 
quarter of the century after theirs, so that his life in- 
cludes not only the Revolutionary War and the begin- 
nings of our national existence, but the assurance of the 
permanency of our nation and its territorial and industrial 
expansion. Because of his character, opinions, and deeds, 
Jefferson is in popular estimation a close second to Wash- 
ington among our early statesmen. 

In quite opposite circumstances from those of Patrick 
Henry, whom he knew, Jefferson received a regular and 
traditional schooling. He was grounded in the classics 
without being rendered narrow or deprived of human 
sympathies. Even when he was still a youth his interests 
had a wide intellectual range, which he preserved through- 
out his entire life. He spent two years at William and 


23 


Great American Speeches 


Mary College in Virginia, then turned to law. When 
Virginia began to oppose measures of oppression Jeffer- 
son moved in perfect accord with the leaders. He partici- 
pated in every project to initiate the independence of the — 
colonies, whether as member of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses or of the Continental Congress. For this sec- 
ond he did the work which every American instantly 
associates with his name—he drafted the Declaration 
of Independence. 
During the Revolutionary period he served as Gover- 
nor of his state and member of Congress. A more im- 
portant service he rendered as Minister to France from 
1785 to1789. France, during these and subsequent years, 
was going through the most momentous events of all 
European history—the French Revolution of 1789, which 
resulted in governmental and social changes in all parts 
of the globe. As our nation had recently secured inde- 
pendence for its government and freedom for its citizens, 
many of its inhabitants became ardent sympathizers with 
the French revolutionists. From intellectual investigation 
of theories and personal contact with deeds Jefferson 
knew more, perhaps, of the actual French Revolution 
than any other American. Certain traits in him were 
deepened by this close observation so that later he became 
the democratic idol of his own countrymen. In fact, he 
founded the Democratic-Republican Party in distinction 
to the Federalist Party of Washington and Hamilton, 
and by this and a score of other acts emphasized his 
adherence to the opinions and ideals of the common people. 
Under Washington he was Secretary of State, under 
Adams, Vice-President. In 1801 the recently organized 
party of which he was acknowledged leader elected him 
to the presidency, in which he served two terms. Every 
school boy knows the story of his inauguration, which 
by its simplicity marked the passage of the colonial period 
of aristocratic class and ushered in the new era of Democ- 
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~acy. Jefferson, clad in severely plain clothes, followed 
iby no attendants, rode a horse to the Capitol. Dismount- 
ing, he tied the animal to the fence, walked into the 
Senate chamber, and was sworn into office. There he 
lelivered the Inaugural Address reprinted in this book. 
{f read carefully, with allowance for the slightly exagger- 
ated oratorical style of the period, it can plainly be seen 
that its speaker sincerely believed that the change in 
government marked by his election was ushering in a 
glorious period of human progress. 

One may not agree entirely with Jefferson’s belief, 
but any student of the history of those eight years must 
admit their significance. If some of the events do not 
redound too creditably to the government—as the Em- 
bargo Act, which harmed American trade more than Eng- 
lish commerce, against which it was directed—others 
unmistakably deserve high praise. In a short war the 
United States settled the troublesome practices of the 
Tripoli pirates. Through wise regulation based upon 
developing prosperity the immense national debt was 
greatly reduced. In 1803 there was made the largest 
addition to the territory of the country by the purchase 
of the Louisiana Territory. And following this there was 
instituted the systematic exploration of western lands. 

When the end of his second term approached many 
influential persons urged him to stand for reélection. 
Perhaps three-fourths of the people believed him the 
wisest and most virtuous of living statesmen. But he 
refused to be tempted. He was sixty-five years old, and 
juiet retirement attracted him. The most significant fact 
of the later period of his life is the founding of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, of which he was made Rector. His 
ntellect remained unimpaired until the end. In the spring 
of his Jast year he re-read the Greek tragedies. He died 
on July 4, 1826, a few hours before John Adams. This 
‘coincidence of the passing of two great public men on 
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the anniversary of the birth of the nation, marks the close 
of the first period of our history. 

Daniel Webster, whose life extended from 1782 until 
1852, may be aptly described in two phrases as the idol 
of New England, and the apostle of national unity. His 
section of the country would have granted him anything 
he wished, so he rose as high in American affairs as it was 
possible for the boundless admiration of a limited number 
to advance him. But other portions of the land did not 
always share the unrestricted enthusiasm of his neighbors, 
so, with the greatest gifts of brain, personality, and pres- 
tige, Webster never attained his highest ambition, the 
presidency. Time and time again he was a candidate, 
but always some other less prominent man received the 
votes. As the apostle of national unity, Webster for a 
quarter of a century opposed the forces of dissolution, and 
by his genius stayed until so late a date as 1861 all 
attempts of the South to divide the Union. 

Though Webster’s parents were not wealthy they 
gave him an excellent education. He was graduated 
from Dartmouth College in 1801. It is helpful for stu- 
dents to know that during these school days he was not 
a ready speaker; in fact, in early years he could not de- 
claim at all. Opportunities brought upon him only most 
humiliating failures to respond. Yet he determined to 
become a speaker, overcame his natural timidity, and 
forced himself to appear before audiences. The results 
in his mature years are known to every American. 

After he had been admitted to the bar he practiced 
law for a time in New Hampshire and Maine, then moved 
to Boston. At this time his speeches in court were marred 
by too ornate and flowery a style. He perceived that, 
though he was able to impress the jury, the opposing law- 
yer secured the verdict. So Webster examined his 
speeches, and simplified his style. 

His political career began with his election to Congress 
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"1 1813. As Senator, after 1827, he made a deep and 
asting impression upon political history by his masterly 
eplies to the theories of the South concerning the powers 
of the Federal Government. In 1830 Senator Hayne 
m a well-constructed speech tried to prove that the 
entral government is not the sole judge of how far its 
control shall extend over the States. Webster’s great 
mswer was spoken on parts of two successive days. 
t explains convincingly exactly what the Constitution 
nd Union meant to loyal patriots of that day. Three 
vears later Senator Calhoun attempted to defend the 
Nullification Act of South Carolina. In reply Webster 
lelivered his crushing speech, known now as The Con- 
titution Not a Compact between Sovereign States. By 
such appearances and views Webster was recognized as 
he champion of the North. Had he remained consist- 
ently true to such opinions he would probably, almost 
‘ertainly, have been President. Unfortunately, he wav- 
red. In his Seventh of March Speech, in 1850, he tried 
o show that the North should compromise with the South 
m the question of slavery. 

The reputation of Webster as a political speaker is 
squalled by his fame as an occasional commemorative 
yrator. In 1820 he attracted wide attention for his address 
m the two hundredth anniversary of the landing of the 
Pilgrims. In 1825 he delivered the speech at the laying 
yf the corner-stone of the Bunker Hill Monument. In 
826 he commemorated the past of the United States as he 
poke on the deaths of Jefferson and Adams. In 1843 he 
elebrated the completion of the Bunker Hill Monument. 

As far back as 1794 there had been erected at Bunker 
Till a small monument to General Joseph Warren as a 
nark of memory to the first engagement in the struggle 
or independence. As 1825, the fiftieth anniversary of 
he battle approached, plans were made for a more im- 
yressive memorial to the event. An association was 
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organized, specifications for the monument were drawn, 
and arrangements completed for making the occasion a 
significant one. Webster, as President of the Bunker 
Hill Monument Association, was selected as the orator 
of the day. Twenty thousand persons were present. 
Forty veterans who had fought in the battle attended. 
Some two hundred other Revolutionary War survivors 
were there. General Lafayette, then making a tour of 
the United States, was the most distinguished guest of 
the occasion. 

Webster had prepared this speech very carefully. In 
usual practice he wrote out only certain sections of his 
addresses. But this time he had written the entire speech. 
The opening was not to his taste. Only the address to the 
veterans satisfied him. Listeners and readers have not 
agreed with his opinion. General criticism testifies to the 
greatness of the composition in every detail. 

Eighteen years later Webster spoke at the completion 
of the monument. The granite shaft, shaped like an 
Egyptian obelisk, thirty feet square at the base, rises 221 
feet into the air. In its unadorned simplicity it fittingly 
commemorates the event which may be considered the 
earliest declaration of our existence as a separate nation. 

Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth President of the United 
States, was born in Kentucky on February 12, 1809, and 
died in Washington on April 15, 1865, the day after he 
had been shot by a southern sympathizer. Second only 
to Washington in the greatness of his deeds, Lincoln is 
nearer the hearts of all Americans because he sprang 
from the ranks of the common people, and rose from the 
log hut of his birth to the White House. Practically no 
regular education was given the boy in his frontier ex- 
periences, but he learned to read. Each removal of the 
family to Indiana and Illinois promised betterment of 
circumstances but produced none. It seems miraculous 
that in such environments a boy should hold firmly to a 
purpose of securing knowledge. But Lincoln did. He 
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read all the books he could get—few enough. But the 
few he read he knew. They were all worth reading over 
and over again: Shakespeare, the Bible, AZsop’s Fables, 
Pugrim’s Progress, Robinson Crusoe, and a life 
of Washington. 

These books with their worthy style and eternal mate- 
cial influenced the mind and expression of Lincoln during 
ais entire life. His standards of judgment, his methods 
of decision, his analysis of governmental problems, his 
treatment of friend and foe, his delivered speeches, all 
exhibit the deep influences of such character-molding 
literature. Appreciation of their worth led Lincoln to 
want to know more about how they were produced, so 
when he was twenty-three he studied English grammar. 
Forced to write exercises on a shingle, he learned how 
to say much in few words. The habits which produced 
the greatest American speech, the Gettysburg Address of 
only 266 words, were formed by a rough-looking youth 
of all kinds of work. He was farm laborer, salesman, 
merchant, and surveyor. 

When he was nineteen he made a trading trip to New 
Orleans. There he saw a public slave auction. It so 
revolted him that he declared, “If I ever get a chance to 
hit that institution, I’ll hit it hard.” 

Lincoln’s own account of his life is the best review of 
the period up to his emergence into national notice. He 
prepared it for campaign purposes in 1859. 


Springfield, December 20, 1859. 
J. W. Fett, Esq. 
My dear Sir. 

Herewith is a little sketch, as you requested. There is not 
much of it, for the reason, I suppose, that there is not much of 
me. If anything be made out of it, I wish it to be modest, and 
not to go beyond the material. If it were thought necessary to 
incorporate anything, from any of my speeches, I suppose there 
would be no objection. Of course it must not appear to have 
been written by myself. 

Yours very truly, 
A. LINCOLN. 
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I was born February 12, 1809, in Hardin County, Kentucky. 
My parents were both born in Virginia, of undistinguished fam- 
ilies—second families, perhaps I should say. My mother, who 
died in my tenth year, was of a family of the name of Hanks, 
some of whom now reside in Adams, and others in Macon 
County, Illinois. My paternal grandfather, Abraham _ Lincoln, 
emigrated from Rockingham County, Virginia, to Kentucky 
about 1781 or 1782, where a year or two later he was killed by 
the Indians, not in battle, but by stealth, when he was laboring 
to open a farm in the forest. His ancestors, who were Quakers, 
went to Virginia from Berks County, Pennsylvania. An effort to 
identify them with the New England family of the same name 
ended in nothing more definite than a similarity of Christian 
names in both families, such as Enoch, Levi, Mordecai, Solomon, 
Abraham, and the like. 

My father, at the death of his father, was but six years of 
age, and he grew up literally without education. He removed 
from Kentucky to what is now Spencer County, Indiana, in my 
eighth year. We reached our new home about the time the State 
came into the Union. It was a wild region, with many bears and 
other wild animals stilf in the woods. There I grew up. There 
were some schools, so called, but no qualification was ‘ever re- 
quired of a teacher beyond “ readin’, writin’, and cipherin’” to 
the rule of three. If a straggler supposed to understand Latin 
happened to sojourn in the neighborhood, he was looked upon 
as a wizard. There was absolutely nothing to excite ambition for 
education. Of course, when I came of age I did not know much. 
Still, somehow, I could read, write, and cipher to the rule of 
three, but that was all. I have not been to school since. The 
little advance I now have upon this store of education, I have 
picked up from time to time under the pressure of necessity. 

I was raised to farm work, which I continued till I was 
twenty-two. At twenty-one I came to Illinois, Macon County. 
Then I got to New Salem, at that time in Sangamon, now in 
Menard County, where I remained a year as a sort of clerk in a 
store. Then came the Black Hawk War; and I was elected a 
captain of volunteers, a success which gave me more pleasure 
than any I have had since. I went the campaign, was elated, ran 
for the Legislature the same year (1832), and was beaten—the 
only time I ever have been beaten by the people. The next and 
three succeeding biennial elections I was elected to the Legisla- 
ture. I was not a candidate afterward. During this legislative 
period I had studied law, and removed to Springfield to practice 
it. In 1846 I was once elected to the lower house of Congress. 
Was not a candidate for reélection. From 1849 to 1854, both 
inclusive, practiced law more assiduously than ever before. 
Always a Whig in politics; and generally on the Whig electoral 
tickets, making active canvasses. I was losing interest in politics 
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vhen the repeal of the Missouri Compromise aroused me again. 
"Vhat I have done since then is pretty well known. 

If any personal description of me is thought desirable, it may 
ne said I am, in height, six feet four inches, nearly; lean in flesh, 
veighing on an average one hundred and eighty pounds; dark 
somplexion, with coarse black hair and gray eyes. No other 
marks or brands recollected. 

Yours truly, 


A. LINCOLN. 


In 1858, as candidate for the United States Senate, 
1e engaged in a series of debates with Stephen A. Douglas, 
»opularly known as the “ Little Giant.” This matching 
o£ two leaders attracted wide attention. Lincoln could 
ave secured the election easily, but a determination to 
wring into the contest a principle larger than the mere 
Senatorship induced him, against the advice of supporters, 
o force Douglas to announce his stand upon the slavery 
juestion. Douglas had made the South believe he ap- 
yroved of a certain course, while he was trying to make 
he voters of Illinois think he disapproved of this same 
hing. No matter which way he answered, he would lose 
he support of one section. Douglas seized the thing 
vithin immediate reach. But he lost the entire South. 
This honest declaration of principle from Lincoln lost 
im the Senatorship, but he was convinced that he was 
ight, and no chance of personal gain could: move him 
rom his conviction of moral honesty. Lincoln had 
illed forever any chances Douglas had ever had for 
he Presidency. 

So far the influence of Lincoln was more or less con- 
ned to the West. In 1860 he was invited to speak in 
ae East. At Cooper Union, New York, he amazed his 
udience by his clear, sincere, unanswerable reduction to 
bsurdity of a single claim made by the supporters of 
lavery that the framers of the Constitution, understand- 
ig the question as well as the people then, would have 
avored its extension to all the territories of the United 
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States. This claim Lincoln showed to be absolutely 
unwarranted by the facts. 

In 1860 Lincoln was elected President. The First 
Inaugural Address indicates what happened at once. Se- 
cession brought on the Civil War, which in turn induced 
Lincoln to free the slaves on January 1, 1863, by the 
Emancipation Proclamation. After the Battle of Gettys- 
burg had turned the tide of war to the advantage of the 
North, the site was made a national cemetery. For its 
dedication on November 19, 1863, Edward Everett was 
chosen orator of the day. He prepared a long address, 
which at its conclusion was enthusiastically applauded. 
Lincoln, it appears, made only a few notes the day before, 
of which he said: “It’s a flat failure. The people won’t 
like it.” He believed that his anticipation had come true, 
for after he had finished there was a deep hush over all 
the people. Yet that stillness was the perfect tribute of 
complete accord with sublimity. Who today knows any- 
thing of Everett’s speech? 

When Lincoln was inaugurated for his second term he 
realized that the South could not endure much longer. 
Already there were signs of bitter resentment in the North, 
which would try to dictate the terms of reconstruction. 
Such harshness Lincoln deplored. The Second Inaugural 
Address pointed the way to the only lasting peace. 

Lincoln’s own comment on it shows clearly the keen 
mind which produced and analyzed all his utterances. 

“T expect it to wear as well as, perhaps better than, 
anything I have produced; but I believe it is not imme- 
diately popular. Men are not flattered by being shown 
that there has been a difference of purpose between the 
Almighty and them. To deny it, however, in this case, 
is to deny that there is a God governing the world. It is 
the truth which I thought needed to be told; and as what-. 
ever of humiliation there is in it falls most directly on 
myself, I thought others might afford for me to tell it.” 
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Lincoln was not allowed to live to carry out his mag- 
aanimous intentions. Ata performance in Ford’s Theater 
ae was shot by John Wilkes Booth, on the night of April 

4, 1865, and died the next day. 

The fifty years after the Civil War present few 
marked events. Problems of new political complications 
were solved or outgrown. Industrially the country de- 
veloped marvelously. Prosperity seemed to have spread 
to every section. The opportunity for material gain 
attracted immigrants from all the European countries and 
2opulation mounted rapidly. From such elements grew 
‘he important topics of the times—the rapid accumulation 
of fortune and power by heads of industry and trade, 
who had the sway of unrecognized rulers. To match 
this, organizations of the laboring classes were formed, 
ind they, too, came to widespread influence. Some recol- 
ection of these conditions will give the background for 
he inaugural speech by Roosevelt. 

Theodore Roosevelt was born in 1858 and died in 1919. 
After being graduated from college, he spent some time 
‘roughing it” in the West. This experience made him 
2 sportsman and open-air man, a champion of all stren- 
10us practices and straightforward, manly qualities. No 
ther statesman in our entire history was ever so per- 
sonally popular with all classes. After having held several 
ninor offices, he sprang into world-wide prominence by 
rganizing and leading the First Volunteer Cavalry— 
etter known as the Rough Riders—in the war with Spain. 
[hen followed his election to the governorship of New 
York, and the Vice-Presidency of the nation. The assassi- 
lation of President McKinley advanced him to the high- 
st office. Election followed at the end of that term. 
‘our years later the question of whether he had served 
wo terms or only one stirred all political parties. Subse- 
uently he formed the Progressive Party, but failed of 
lection as President. 
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Traveler, hunter, naturalist, student, he published 
many books. Perhaps the best known is The Winning of 
the West, a fascinating volume for young readers. He 
contributed to many periodicals, and for several years 
before his death was one of the editors of The Outlook. 

During his administration as President the most 
remarkable event was the revolution of Panama and the 
cession by the new republic to the United States of the 
Canal Zone. In domestic affairs the growth of the power 
of antagonistic capital and labor forces became the most 
prominent problem of national life. In the Inaugural 
Address, here printed, there are references to some phases 
of this matter. 

While the next speech may seem much less formal than 
all the preceding ones, it has a universal appeal to noble 
patriotism. It is easy to be a leader when the music 
is playing and the crowds are applauding, but how hard 
it is to keep conscientiously doing cheerfully and ade- 
quately one’s small part, the little so easily overlooked that 
it seems worthless in any accounting of achievement! Most 
of the persons in the world are the unnoticed. What shall 
be their joy in lowly work, their reward for persist- 
ent effort? 

No other American ever expressed so well the im- 
portance of the seemingly insignificant as did Mr. Franklin 
K. Lane, in the speech he delivered before employees of 
the Department of the Interior on Flag Day, June 14, 1914. 

Franklin K. Lane was born in 1864. After being 
graduated from the University of California he engaged 
in newspaper work, then studied for the bar and practiced 
law in San Francisco. He served in many appointive 
positions, such as member of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and as the United States representative on the 
International Railway Commission. From 1913 until 


1920 he was a member of the Cabinet as Secretary of 
the Interior. 
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: The last speech in this collection is one of many 
interesting and illuminating ones, due to the circumstances 
‘brought about by phases of the Great War of 1914. 
‘Others delivered by President Wilson deal with details 
of more historical importance, but they involve a grasp 
of international diplomacy and a knowledge of the events 
of the hostilities themselves. The speech made before 
the Convention of the American Federation of Labor at 
Buffalo on November 12, 1917, reflects the loyal reaction 
in this country to the events and demands of war without 
requiring too detailed a familiarity with European mat- 
ters. Then, too, it illustrates admirably the adaptation 
of the holder of the highest office in the land to his audi- 
ence, and his skill in making a large problem clear and 
meaningful to them. So far as its style is concerned it 
offers a splendid specimen for study. 

Woodrow Wilson was born in Virginia, December 28, 
1856, of Scotch-Irish ancestry. As a boy he lived in 
Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina. At Prince- 
ton University he showed marked ability as speaker and 
debater. His legal education he secured at the University 
of Virginia. In 1902 he became the President of Prince- 
ton. Although New Jersey had been a Republican State 
for sixteen years, Mr. Wilson was later elected Governor 
on the Democratic ticket. In the administration of the 
State he displayed fearless determination in effecting wise 
reforms of corrupt practices. In 1912 and 1916 he was 
elected President of the United States. 

Mr. Wilson has written a great deal, mainly upon 
historical and political topics. Reflections of the writer’s 
care are visible in the direct, clear, incisive style of his 
speeches. The Great War of 1914 forced upon him 
supreme tests of courage, forbearance, and decision, 
through all of which he moved carefully. Convinced that 
this country must keep, if possible, aloof from European 
affairs, President Wilson strove for strict neutrality. 


35 


Great American Speeches 


But the ruthless destruction of American lives upon the 
seas, and the attempts of Germany to induce Mexico and 
Japan to join in a war against us, left only one course 
to follow. Congress declared war on April 6, 1917. On 
November 11, 1918, Germany asked for an armistice, end- 
ing the terrible conflict. 

The speeches included in this volume give a rapid 
general survey of the history of our nation. Patrick 
Henry urged the colonies into the Revolution. George 
Washington won our independence and organized the 
Union. Thomas Jefferson consolidated the national 
government and extended our territory. Daniel Webster 
interpreted the Constitution and glorified our achieve- 
ments. Abraham Lincoln purged our practices and pre- 
served our nation. Theodore Roosevelt extolled private 
virtue and public power. President Wilson vindicated 
our principles and fixed our participation in the affairs 
of the world. 


I 


SPEECH IN THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION ! 
March 23, 1775 


Patrick HENRY 
Mr. PRESIDENT: 


No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriot- 
ism, as well as abilities, of the very worthy gentlemen 
who have just addressed the house. But different men 
often see the same subject in different lights; and, there- 
fore, I hope it will not be thought disrespectful to those 
gentlemen, if, entertaining as I do opinions of a character 
very opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my sentiments 
freely and without reserve. This is no time for cere- 
mony. The question before the house is one of awful * 
moment to this country. For my own part, I consider it 
as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery. 
And in proportion to the magnitude of the subject ought 
to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in this way 
that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill the great 
responsibility which we hold to God and our country. 
Should I keep back my opinions at such a time, through 
fear of giving offense, I should consider myself as guilty 
of treason towards my country, and of an act of disloyalty 
toward the Majesty of Heaven, which I revere above all 
earthly kings. 

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the 
illusions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against 
a painful truth, and listen to the song of that siren till 


*See Introduction, pp. 18-20. 
2 Note that this opening answers to the purpose of introduc- 
tions as stated by the ancients. 
’ Exactly what does awful mean here? 
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she transforms us into beasts.* Is this the part of wise 
men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for liberty? 
Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, 
having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not, the things 
which so nearly concern their temporal salvation? For 
my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, | am 
willing to know the whole truth; to know the worst and 
to provide for it. 

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, 
and that is the lamp of experience. I know of no way of 
judging of the future but by the past. And, judging by 
the past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct 
of the British ministry for the last ten years, to justify 
those hopes with which gentlemen have been pleased to 
solace themselves and the House? Is it that insidious 
smile with which our petition has been lately received? 
Trust it not, Sir: it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer 
not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask yourselves 
how this gracious reception of our petition comports 
with those warlike preparations which cover our waters 
and darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary 
to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown 
ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled that force must 
be called in to win back our love? Let us not deceive 
ourselves, Sir. These are the implements of war and 
subjugation—the last arguments to which kings resort. I 
ask gentlemen, Sir, what means this martial array, if its 
purpose be not to force us to submission?® Can gen- 
tlemen assign any other possible motive for it? Has 
Great Britain any enemy in this quarter of the world 
to call for all this accumulation of navies and armies? 


My The old Greeks told how the sirens, beautiful creatures of 
an island, enticed travelers by song to run their ships in near 
shore where concealed rocks wrecked them. Look up all the 
modern meanings of the word. 


°* Soldiers and war vessels were being concentrated in and 
near Boston, 
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"No, Sir, she has none. They are meant for us: they can 
be meant for no other. They are sent over to bind and 
rivet upon us those chains which the British ministry have 
‘been so long forging. And what have we to oppose to 
them? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been trying 
ithat for the last ten years. Have we anything new to offer 
mipon the subject? Nothing. We have held the subject 
up in every light of which it is capable; but it has been 
all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble 
supplication? What terms shall we find which have not 
been already exhausted? Let us not, I beseech you, Sir, 
deceive ourselves longer. 

Sir, we have done everything that could be done to 
avert the storm which is now coming on. We have peti- 
tioned ; we have remonstrated; we have supplicated; we 
have prostrated ourselves before the throne, and have 
implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands 
of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions have been 
slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional 
violence and insult; our supplications have been disre- 
garded; and we have been spurned with contempt from 
the foot of the throne! In vain, after these things, may 
we indulge the fond® hope of peace and reconciliation. 
There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be 
free, if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable 
privileges for which we have been so long contending, 
if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in 
which we have so long engaged, and which we have 
pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious 
object ot our contest shall be obtained—we must fight! I 
repeat it, Sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to 
the God of Hosts is all that is left us! 


* Notice how frequently fond means foolish. 

™Up to this point the speaker was calm and collected, ex- 
hibiting perfect self-restraint. But as he began the next para- 
graph he increased in intensity and dramatic power, 
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They tell us, Sir, that we are weak—unable to cope 
with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we 
be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? 
Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a Brit- 
ish guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we 
gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we 
acquire the means of effectual resistance by lying supinely 
on our backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of hope 
until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? 
Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of those 
means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. 
Three millions of people, armed in the holy cause of lib- 
erty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are 
invincible by any force which our enemy can send against 
us. Besides, Sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. 
There is a just God, who presides over the destinies of 
nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our battles 
for us. The battle, Sir, is not to the strong alone; it is 
to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, Sir, we 
have no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it is 
now too late to retire from the contest. There is no 
retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are 
forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plains of 
Boston! The war is inevitable—and let it come! I repeat 
it, Sir, let it come! 

It is in vain, Sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen 
may cry, Peace, Peace—but there is no peace. The war 
is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the 
north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! 
Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we 


“Was the speaker referring to France, the likely foe of 
Great Britain? On March 22, 1775, Edmund Burke spoke in 
Parliament, urging conciliation with the colonies. In arguing 
against force in America he said, “She ought to be reserved to 
a war, the weight of which, with the enemies that we are most 
likely to have, must be considerable in her quarter of the globe. 
There she may serve you and serve you essentially.” 
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nere idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would 
“hey have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be 
ourchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, 
‘Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; 
but as for me, give me liberty ® or give me death! 


QUESTIONS 


1. Do you approve of the reference to the preceding speakers? 

2. In the first paragraph is the topic definitely stated or merely 
implied? 

3. What is the theme of the speech? 

4. Does the speaker deal with actual conditions? 

5. Is the rule here given for judging the future a good one? 

6. Does the argument disprove the stand taken by the other side? 

. Is repetitiom used? With what purpose? 

Make a list of all the definite facts about the Colonies con- 

tained in this speech. 

How does the speaker impress the importance of the subject? 

Does the appeal to feeling or the argument from fact seem 

the more convincing? Explain the difference, pointing out 
definite instances of each. 

tr. Where is the climax of the body of the speech? 

12, What arguments can you advance against anything stated in 
the speech? 

13. If you knew nothing of American history could you construct 
any of it from this speech? 

14. Is most of the speech devoted to proving Henry’s own opinion, 
or disproving the opinions of others? Cite details, or 
make lists. 

15. Reproduce in your own words Henry’s arguments in favor 
of immediate armed resistance. 

16. Does this speech seem old-fashioned now, or is it like modern 
ones? Explain. : 

17. What was the definite purpose of this speech? Was it at- 
tained? Explain. 

18. Is this speech more effective when read or when heard? 

i9. Analyze the style. f 

20. Does the style reflect any great book? Cite details. 
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® Here the speaker stretched out his arms in a wide gesture. 
At the word death he seemed to grasp a dagger pointed at his 
own heart. If such actions seem extravagant to you, recall that 
the style of speaking has changed. Recall also that these men 
were discussing war with a mighty nation. 
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FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF THE | 


UNITED STATES? 
September 17, 1796 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS: 


The period for a new election of a citizen, to adminis- 
ter the executive government of the United States, being 
not far distant, and the time actually arrived when your 
thoughts must be employed in designating the person who 
is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears to 
me proper, especially as it may conduce to a more distinct 
expression of the public voice, that I should now apprise 
you of the resolution I have formed, to decline being 
considered among the number of those out of whom a 
choice is to be made.” 

I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice to 
be assured that this resolution has not been taken without 
a strict regard to all the considerations appertaining to 
the relation which binds a dutiful citizen to his country; 
and that, in withdrawing the tender of service, which 
silence in my situation might imply, I am influenced by 
no diminution of zeal for your future interest; no defi- 
ciency of grateful respect for your past kindness; but am 
supported by a full conviction that the step is compatible 
with both. 

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the 


*See Introduction, p. 23. 

*In limiting his tenure of office to two terms, Washington 
established a precedent which has become the rule for all Presi- 
dents since, 
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office to which your suffrages have twice called me, have 
eeen a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of 
uty, and to a deference for what appeared to be your 
desire. I constantly hoped that it would have been much 
earlier in my power, consistently with motives which I was 
mot at liberty to disregard, to return to that retirement 
from which I had been reluctantiy drawn. The strength 
of my inclination to do this, previous to the last election, 
had even led to the preparation of an address to declare 
it to you; but mature reflection on the then perplexed and 
critical posture of our affairs with foreign nations, and the 
unanimous advice of persons entitled to my confidence, 
impelled me to abandon the idea. 

I rejoice that the state of your concerns, external as 
well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of inclina- 
tion incompatible with the sentiment of duty or propriety ; 
and am persuaded, whatever partiality may be retained 
for my services, that, in the present circumstances of our 
country, you will not disapprove my determination 
to retire. 

The impressions with which I first undertook the 
arduous trust were explained on the proper occasion.® 
In the discharge of this trust I will only say that I have 
with good intentions contributed toward the organization 
and administration of the government the best exertions 
of which a very fallible judgment was capable. Not 
unconscious in the outset of the inferiority of my qualifi- 
cations, experience in my own eyes, perhaps still more 
in the eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to 
diffidence of myself; and every day the increasing weight 
of years admonishes me more and more that the shade 
of retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome. 
Satisfied that, if any circumstances have given peculiar 
value to my services, they were temporary, I have the 


* At his first inauguration. 
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consolation to believe that, while choice and prudence 
invite me to quit the political scene, patriotism does not 
forbid it.* 

In looking forward to the moment which is intended 
to terminate the career of my public life, my feelings do not 
permit me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that 
debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved country for 
the many honors it has conferred upon me; still more for 
the steadfast confidence with which it has supported me; 
and for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of mani- 
festing my inviolable attachment by services faithful and 
persevering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. lf 
benefits have resulted to our country from these services, 
let it always be remembered to your praise, and as an 
instructive example in our annals, that under circum- 
stances in which the passions, agitated in every direction, 
were liable to mislead, amidst appearances sometimes 
dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging, in 
situations in which not unfrequently want of success has 
countenanced the spirit of criticism,® the constancy of 
your support was the essential prop of the efforts, and 
a guaranty of the plans by which they were effected. Pro- 
foundly penetrated with this idea, I shall carry it with 
me to my grave, as a strong incitement to unceasing vows 
that Heaven may continue to you the choicest tokens of 
its beneficence; that your union and brotherly affection 


“In Washington’s own manuscript, this paragraph continues 
through the following sentence: “May I also have that of 
knowing in my retreat, that the involuntary errors I have prob- 
ably committed have been the sources of no serious or lasting 
mischief to our country. I may then expect to realize, without 
alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my fel- 
low-citizens, the benign influence of good laws under a free gov- 
ernment; the ever favorite object of my heart, and the happy 
reward, I trust, of our mutual cares, dangers, and labors.” This 
was marked out to avoid any: “imputation of affected modesty,” 
as Washington’s note asserts. 

*Remember that Washington, like all public officials, was 
criticized a great deal, 
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may be perpetual; that the free constitution, which is 
the work of your hands, may be sacredly maintained ; that 
ts administration in every department may be stamped 
with wisdom and virtue; that, in fine, the happiness of the 
oeople of these States, under the auspices of liberty, may 
oe made complete, by so careful a preservation and so 
orudent a use of this blessing, as will acquire to them the 
zlory of recommending it to the applause, the affection, 
and adoption of every nation which is yet a stranger to it. 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for 
your welfare which cannot end but with my life, and 
‘he apprehension of danger natural to that solicitude, urge 
me, on an occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn 
contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent review, 
some sentiments which are the result of much reflection, 
of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me 
all-important to the permanency of your felicity as a 
people. These will be offered to you with the more free- 
dom, as you can only see in them the disinterested warn- 
ings of a parting friend, who can possibly have no personal 
motive to bias his counsel. Nor can I forget, as an 
encouragement to it, your indulgent reception of my senti- 
nents on a former and not dissimilar occasion.® 

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every liga- 
nent of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is neces- 
ary to fortify or confirm the attachment. 

The unity of government, which constitutes you one 
yeople, is also now dear to you. It is justly so; for it isa 
nain pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the 
upport of your tranquillity at home, your peace abroad ; 
yf your safety; of your prosperity; of that very liberty 
vhich you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee that 


* This may refer to his farewell to the army, or to his ad- 
lress to the Governors of the various States on disbanding 
he army. 

45 


Great American Speeches 


from different causes and from different quarters much 
pains will be taken, many artifices employed, to weaken 
in your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the 
point in your political fortress against which the batteries 
of internal and external enemies will be most constantly 
and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) 
directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly 
estimate the immense value of your national union to 
your collective and individual happiness; that you should 
cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to 
it; accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of 
the palladium? of your political safety and prosperity ; 
watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; dis- 
countenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion that 
it can in any event be abandoned; and indignantly frown- 
ing upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate 
any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the 
sacred ties which now link together the various parts.® 
For this you have every inducement of sympathy and 
interest. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common coun- 
try, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. 
The name of America, which belongs to you, in your 
national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of 
patriotism, more than any appellation derived from local 
discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you 
have the same religion, manners, habits, and political 
principles. You have in a common cause fought and 


" Safeguard. The Palladium, an image of Pallas, Greek 
goddess of wisdom and war, was supposed to have fallen from 
heaven. It was kept in the citadel of Troy. Upon its preserva- 
tion depended the safety of the city. 

“The sense of union among the various States was not very 
strong during Washington’s terms. Just before the Constitution 
was adopted there were prospects that New England would 
withdraw to form a separate union. Washington and his close 


associates strove ceaselessly to weld the separate units together 
into one nation, 
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‘riumphed together; the independence and liberty you 
oossess are the work of joint counsels and joint efforts, of 
-ommon dangers, sufferings, and successes. 

But these considerations, however powerfully they 
address themselves to your sensibility, are greatly out- 
weighed by those which apply more immediately to your 
interest. Here every portion of our country finds the 
most commanding motives for carefully guarding and 
preserving the union of the whole. 

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the 
South, protected by the equal laws of a common gov- 
ernment, finds in the productions of the latter great addi- 
tional resources of maritime and commercial enterprise 
and precious materials of manufacturing industry. The 
South in the same intercourse, benefiting by the agency 
of the North, sees its agriculture grow and its commerce 
expand. Turning partly into its own channels the seamen 
of the North, it finds its particular navigation invigorated ; 
and, while it contributes in different ways to nourish and 
increase the general mass of the national navigation, it 
looks forward to the protection of a maritime strength, 
to which itself is unequally adapted. The East, in a like 
intercourse with the West, already finds, and in the pro- 
sressive improvement of interior communications by land 
and water will more and more find, a valuable vent for the 
commodities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures 
at home. The West derives from the East supplies requi- 
site to its growth and comfort, and, what is perhaps of 
still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the 
secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own 
productions to the weight, influence, and the future mari- 
rime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed 
by an indissoluble community of interest as one nation. 
Any other tenure by which the West can hold this essential 
1dvantage, whether derived from its own separate strength 
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or from an apostate and unnatural connection with any 
foreign power, must be intrinsically precarious.° 

While, then, every part of our country thus feels an 
immediate and particular interest in union, all the parts 
combined cannot fail to find in the united mass of means 
and efforts greater strength, greater resource, proportion- 
ably greater security from external danger, a less frequent 
interruption of their peace by foreign nations, and, what 
is of inestimable value, they must derive from union an 
exemption from those broils and wars between themselves, 
which so frequently afflict neighboring countries not tied 
together by the same governments, which their own rival- 
ships alone would be sufficient to produce, but which 
opposite foreign alliances, attachments, and intrigues 
would stimulate and embitter, Hence, likewise, they 
will avoid the necessity of those overgrown military estab- 
lishments which, under any form of government, are inau- 
spicious to liberty, and which are to be regarded as par- 
ticularly hostile to republican liberty. In this sense it is 
that your union ought to be considered as a main prop of 
your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear 
to you the preservation of the other. 

These considerations speak a persuasive language to — 
every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the con- 
tinuance of the Union as a primary object of patriotic 
desire. Is there a doubt whether a common government 
can embrace so large a sphere? *° Let experience solve it. | 
To listen to mere speculation in such a case were criminal. 
We are authorized to hope that a proper organization of 
the whole, with the auxiliary agency of governments for 

*°A few years before this a representative of France, Genet, 
had tried to stir up the western settlers to attack Spanish and 
British possessions in America. Much as the young nation 
owed to France, Washington rightly felt that it should not be 


drawn into the great European wars which followed the 
French Revolution. 

* How has our central government stood the process of ex- 
tension and complication? 
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he respective subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the 
‘xperiment. It is well worth a fair and full experiment. 
With such powerful and obvious motives to union, affect- 
ng all parts of our country, while experience shall not 
aave demonstrated its impracticability, there will always 
9€ reason to distrust the patriotism of those who in any 
juarter may endeavor to weaken its bands. 

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our 
Union, it occurs as a matter of serious concern that 
iny ground should have been furnished for characterizing 
yarties by geographical discriminations Northern and 
Southern, Atlantic and Western; whence designing men 
nay endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real differ- 
ence of local interests and views. One of the expedients 
of party to acquire influence, within particular districts, 
s to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. 
You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jeal- 
yusies and heart-burnings which spring from these mis- 
-epresentations; they tend to render alien to each other 
hose who ought to be bound together by fraternal affec- 
ion. The inhabitants of our western country have lately 
iad a useful lesson on this head; they have seen, in the 
iegotiation by the executive, and in the unanimous ratifi- 
‘ation by the Senate, of the treaty with Spain,” and in the 
iniversal satisfaction at that event throughout the United 
States, a decisive proof how unfounded were the sus- 
yicions propagated among them of a policy in the general 
fovernment and in the Atlantic States unfriendly to their 
nterests in regard to the Mississippi; they have been 
vitnesses to the formation of two treaties, that with Great 
3ritain 12 and that with Spain, which secure to them every- 


The Treaty of San Ildefonso, 1795, secured free navigation 
f the Mississippi. It also fixed the southern boundary of the 
Jnited States. ch 

2 Jay’s Treaty with Great Britain, 1795, secured the surrender 
¥f British forts in the Northwest, which by controlling Indian 
rade and sentiment had been a menace to the frontier. 
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thing they could desire, in respect to our foreign relations, — 
towards confirming their prosperity. Will it not be their 
wisdom to rely for the preservation of these advantages 
on the Union by which they were procured? Will they 
not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there 
are, who would sever them from their brethren and con- 
nect them with aliens? 

To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a 
government for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, 
however strict, between the parts can be an adequate sub- 
stitute ; they must inevitably experience the infractions and 
interruptions which all alliances in all times have expe- 
rienced. Sensible of this momentous truth, you have 
improved upon your first essay,’* by the adoption of a 
constitution of government better calculated than your for- 
mer for an intimate union, and for the efficacious manage- 
ment of your common concerns. This government, the 
offspring of our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, 
adopted upon full investigation and mature deliberation, 
completely free in its principles, in the distribution of its 
powers, uniting security with energy, and containing 
within itself a provision for its own amendment, has a 
just claim to your confidence and your support.** Respect 
for its authority, compliance with its laws, acquiescence 
in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental 
maxims of true Liberty. The basis of our political sys- 
tems is the right of the people to make and to alter their 
constitutions of government. But the constitution which 
at any time exists, till changed by an explicit and authentic 
act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. 
The very idea of the power and the right of the people to 
establish government presupposes the duty of every indi- 
vidual to obey the established government. 


“The first form of government of the United States, the 
Articles of Confederation, was a distinct failure. 


“ Has it been so easy to amend the Constitution? 
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All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all com- 
binations and associations,* under whatever plausible 
character, with the real design to direct, control, counter- 
act, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the 
constituted authorities, are destructive of this fundamental 
principle, and of fatal tendency. They serve to organize 
faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; 
to put in the place of the delegated will of the nation, 
the will of a party, often a small but artful and enterprising 
minority of the community ; and, according to the alternate 
triumphs of different parties, to make the public adminis- 
tration the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous 
projects of fashion rather than the organs of consistent 
and wholesome plans digested by common councils, and 
modified by mutual interests. 

However combinations or associations of the above 
description may now and then answer popular ends, 
they are likely, in the course of time and things, to be- 
come potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and 
unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power 
of the people, and to usurp for themselves the reins of 
government; destroying afterwards the very engines 
which have lifted them to unjust dominion. 

Towards the preservation of your government and 
the permanency of your present happy state, it is requisite, 
not only that you steadily discountenance irregular opposi- 
tions to its acknowledged authority, but also that you 
resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, 
however specious the pretexts. One method of assault 
may be to effect, in the forms of the Constitution, altera- 
tions which will impair the energy of the system, and thus 
to undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In all 
the changes to which you may be invited, remember that 
time and habit are at least as necessary to fix the true 


% Many associations were actively trying to influence public 
sentiment to support France in her wars. 
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character of governments as of other human institutions ; 
that experience is the surest standard by which to test the 
real tendency of the existing constitution of a country; 
that facility in changes, upon the credit of mere hypothesis 
and opinion, exposes to perpetual change, from the endless 
variety of hypothesis and opinion; and remember espe- 
cially that, for the efficient management of your common 
interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a government 
of as much vigor as is consistent with the perfect security 
of liberty is indispensable. Liberty itself will find in such 
a government, with powers properly distributed and ad- 
justed, its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a 
name, where the government is too feeble to withstand the 
enterprises of faction, to confine each member of the 
society within the limits prescribed by the laws, and to 
maintain all in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the 
rights of person and property. 

I have already intimated to you the danger of parties 
in the State, with particular reference to the founding of 
them on geographical discrimination. Let me now take 
a more comprehensive view, and warn you in the most 
solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit 
of party, generally. 

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our 
nature, having its root in the strongest passions of the 
human mind. It exists under different shapes in all gov- 
ernments, more or less stifled, controlled, or repressed ; 
but in those of the popular form it is seen in its greatest 
rankness, and is truly their worst enemy. 

The alternate domination of one faction over another, 
sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dis- 
sension, which in different ages and countries has perpe- 
trated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful 
despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal 
and permanent despotism. The disorders and miseries 
which result, gradually incline the minds of men to seek 
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security and repose in the absolute power of an individual ; 
and sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction, 
nore able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns 
this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on 
‘he ruins of public liberty. 

Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind 
(which nevertheless ought not to be entirely out of sight), 
-he common and continued mischiefs of the spirit of party 
are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a wise 
people to discourage and restrain it.*® 

It serves always to distract the public councils and 
2nfeeble the public administration. It agitates the com- 
munity with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms; 
<indles the animosity of one part against another, foments 
xecasionally riot and insurrection. It opens the doors to 
foreign influence and corruption, which find a facilitated 
access to the government itself through the channels of 
party passions. Thus the policy and the will of one coun- 
try are subjected to the policy and will of another.’” 

There is an opinion that parties in free countries 
are useful checks upon the administration of the govern- 
ment, and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. This 
within certain limits is probably true, and in govern- 
ments of a monarchical cast, patriotism may look with 
indulgence, if not with favor, upon the spirit of party. 
But in those of the popular character, in governments 
purely elective, it is a spirit not to be encouraged.** From 
their natural tendency, it is certain there will always be 
enough of that spirit for every salutary purpose. And 
there being constant danger of excess the effort ought to 
be, by force of public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it. 


“What is your opinion of political parties in our history, 
or at the present time? ; } 
"The imprudence of Genet had almost involved this country 


in the European war. | 
4 Notice how Washington refutes the arguments of persons 


who believe the opposite. 
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A fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance 
to prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead of 
warming, it should consume. 

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking 
in a free country should inspire caution in those intrusted 
with its administration, to confine themselves within their 
respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise 
of the powers of one department to encroach upon an- 
other..° The spirit of encroachment tends to consoli- 
date the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to 
create, whatever the form of government, a real despotism. 
A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to 
abuse it, which predominates in the human heart, is suffi- 
cient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The neces- 
sity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power, 
by dividing and distributing it into different depositories, 
and constituting each the guardian of the public weal *° 
against invasions by the others, has been evinced by 
experiments ancient and modern, some of them in our 
country and under our own eyes. To preserve them 
must be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opin- 
ion of the people, the distribution or modification of the 
constitutional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be 
corrected by an amendment in the way which the Constitu- 
tion designates. But let there be no change by usurpa- 
tion; for, though this, in one instance, may be the instru- 
ment of good, it is the customary weapon by which free 
governments are destroyed. The precedent must always 
greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or tran- 
sient benefit which the use can at any time yield. 

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable sup- 


* Can you give any instances of real or apparent encroach- 
ment of one part of the government upon another? 

” Public weal, Compare commonwealth. 

** What division of power is made by the Constitution ? 
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yports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of 
patriotism who should labor to subvert these great pillars 
of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of 
men and citizens. The mere politician equally with the 
pious man ought to respect and to cherish them. A 
‘volume could not trace all their connections with private 
and public felicity. Let it simply be asked, Where is the 
security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense 
of religious obligation desert the oaths, which are the 
instruments of investigation in courts of justice? And let 
us with caution indulge the supposition that morality 
can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be 
conceded to the influence of refined education on minds 
of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid 
us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion 
of religious principle.*? 

It is substantially true that virtue or morality is a 
necessary spring of popular government. The rule, in- 
deed, extends with more or less force to every species of 
free government. Who, that is a sincere friend to it, can 
look with indifference upon attempts to shake the foun- 
dation of the fabric? 

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, 
institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In 
proportion as the structure of a government gives force 
to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should 
be enlightened. 

As a very important source of strength and security, 
cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to 
use it as sparingly as possible; avoiding occasions of 
expense by cultivating peace, but remembering also that 
timely disbursements to prepare for danger frequently 
prevent much greater disbursements to repel it; avoiding 


“Probably a reference to the Age of Reason instituted in 
France. Sunday was abolished ; the months were renamed; rea- 
son, not religion, was to guide all living. 
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likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning © 
occasions of expense, but by vigorous exertion in time of 
peace to discharge the debts, which unavoidable wars may 
have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon poster- 
ity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear. The 
execution of these maxims belongs to your representatives, 
but it is necessary that public opinion should cooperate. 
To facilitate to them the performance of their duty it is 
essential that you should practically bear in mind that 
towards the payment of debts there must be revenue; 
that to have revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes 
can be devised which are not more or less inconvenient 
and unpleasant; that the intrinsic embarrassment, insepa- 
rable from the selection of the proper objects (which is 
always a choice of difficulties), ought to be a decisive 
motive for a candid construction of the conduct of the 
government in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence 
in the measures for obtaining revenue which the public 
exigencies may at any time dictate. 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; 
cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion and 
morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be that good 
policy does not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of 
a free, enlightened, and at no distant period a great nation, 
to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel exam- 
ple of a people always guided by an exalted justice and 
benevolence. Who can doubt that in the course of time 
and things, the fruits of such a plan would richly repay 
any temporary advantages which might be lost by a steady 
adherence to it? Can it be that Providence has not con- 
nected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? 
The experiment at least is recommended by every senti- 
ment which ennobles human nature. Alas! is it ren- 
dered impossible by its vices? 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essen- 
tial than that permanent, inveterate antipathies against 
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sparticular nations, and passionate attachments for others, 
-should be excluded; and that, in place of them, just and 
amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated.2? The 
‘nation which indulges towards another an habitual hatred, 
or an habitual fondness, is in some degree a slave. It 
is a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either of which 
is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. 
Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each 
more readily to offer insult and injury, to lay hold of 
slight causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and intrac- 
table when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. 
Hence, frequent collisions, obstinate, envenomed, and 
bloody contests. The nation, prompted by ill-will and 
resentment, sometimes impels to war the government, con- 
trary to the best calculations of policy. The government 
sometimes participates in the national propensity, and 
adopts through passion what reason would reject; at other 
times, it makes the animosity of the nation subservient to 
projects of hostility instigated by pride, ambition, and 
other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, 
sometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations has been 
the victim. 

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for 
another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the 
favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary 
common interest in cases where no real common interest 
exists, and infusing into one the enmities of the other, 
betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and 
wars of the latter, without adequate inducement or justifi- 
cation. It leads also to concessions to the favorite nation 
of privileges denied to others, which is apt doubly to in- 
jure the nation making the concessions, by unnecessary 
parting with what ought to have been retained, and by ex- 
citing jealousy, ill-will and a disposition to retaliate, in the 


* Popular sentiment was antagonistic to Great Britain and 
overgenerous to France. 
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parties from whom equal privileges are withheld. And 
it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who 
devote themselves to the favorite nation), facility to betray 
or sacrifice the interests of their own country, without 
odium, sometimes even with popularity; gilding with the 
appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation, a commend- 
able deference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for 
public good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition, 
corruption, or infatuation. 

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways 
such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly 
enlightened and independent patriot. How many oppor- 
tunities do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, 
to practise the arts of seduction, to mislead public opin- 
ion, to influence or awe the public councils! Such an 
attachment of a small or weak, towards a great and power- 
ful nation, dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter. 

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I 
conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens), the jealousy 
of a free people ought to be constantly awake, since his- 
tory and experience prove that foreign influence is one of 
the most baneful foes of republican government. But 
that jealousy, to be useful, must be impartial; else it be- 
comes the instrument of the very influence to be avoided, 
instead of a defense against it. Excessive partiality for 
one foreign nation, and excessive dislike of another, cause 
those whom they actuate to see danger only on one side, 
and serve to veil and even second the arts of influence on 
the other. Real patriots who may resist the intrigues 
of the favorite are liable to become suspected and odious; 
while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confi- 
dence of the purpose, to surrender their interests. 

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign 
nations, is, in extending our commercial relations, to 
have with them as little political connection as possible. 
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"So far as we have already formed engagements, let them 

‘be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop. 

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us 

have none, or a very remote relation. Hence she must be 

engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which 
are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, there- 
fore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves, by 
artificial ties, in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, 
or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friend- 
ships or enmities. 

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables 
us to pursue a different course. If we remain one people, 
under an efficient government, the period is not far off 
when we may defy material injury from externa! annoy- 
ance ; when we may take such an attitude as will cause the 
neutrality, we may at any time resolve upon, to be scrupu- 
lously respected; when belligerent nations, under the 
impossibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not 
lightly hazard the giving us provocation; when we may 
choose peace or war, as our interest, guided by justice, 
shall counsel. 

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situa- 
tion? Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? 
Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any part 
of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of 
European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice? 

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances 
with any portion of the foreign world; ** so far, I mean, 
as we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be under- 
stood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing en- 
gagements. I hold the maxim no less applicable to public 
than to private affairs, that honesty is always the best pol- 
icy. I repeat it, therefore, let those engagements be 


* Such statements established the constant policy of this na- 
tion with regard to “entangling alliances.” 
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observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is 
unnecessary and would be unwise to extend them, 

Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable 
establishments, on a respectable defensive posture, we 
may safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordi- 
nary emergencies. 

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are 
recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even 
our commercial policy should hold an equal and impar- 
tial hand; neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors 
or preferences; consulting the natural course of things; 
diffusing and diversifying by gentle means the streams 
of commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing with 
powers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable course, 
to define the rights of our merchants, and to enable the 
government to support them, conventional rules of inter- 
course, the best that present circumstances and mutual 
opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be from 
time to time abandoned or varied, as experience and cir- 
cumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in view that 
it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors 
from another; that it must pay with a portion of its inde- 
pendence for whatever it may accept under that character ; 
that, by such acceptance, it may place itself in the condition 
of having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet 
of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. 
There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate 
upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an illusion, 
which experience must cure, which a just pride ought 
to discard. 

In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels 
of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope they 
will make the strong and lasting impression I could 
wish; that they will control the usual current of the 
passions, or prevent our nation from running the course 
which has hitherto marked the destiny of nations. But, 
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if I may even flatter myself that they may be productive 
of some partial benefit, some occasional good; that they 
may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party 
spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, 
to guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism; 
this hope will be a full recompense for the solicitude for 
your welfare, by which they have been dictated. 

How far in the discharge of my official duties I have 
been guided by the principles which have been delineated, 
the public records and other evidences of my conduct must 
witness to you and to the world. To myself, the assur- 
ance of my own conscience is, that I have at least believed 
myself to be guided by them. 

In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, my 
proclamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the index of 
my plan. Sanctioned by your approving voice, and by 
that of your Representatives in both Houses of Congress, 
the spirit of that measure has continually governed me, 
uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or divert me 
from it. 

After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best 
lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our country, 
under all the circumstances of the case, had a right to 
take, and was bound in duty and interest to take, a neutral 
position. Having taken it, I determined, as far as should 
depend upon me, to maintain it, with moderation, perse- 
verance, and firmness. 

The considerations which respect the right to hold this 
conduct, it is not necessary on this occasion to detail. 
I will only observe that, according to my understanding 
of the matter, that right, so far from being denied by any 
of the belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted 
by all. 


* The series of Napoleonic wars which followed the French 
Revolution of 1789. In 1793 the President issued a proclamation 
of strict neutrality. 
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The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, 
without anything more, from the obligation which justice 
and humanity impose on every nation, in cases in which 
it is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of 
peace and amity towards other nations. 

The inducements of interest for observing that con- 
duct will best be referred to your own reflections and 
experience. With me a predominant motive has been 
to endeavor to gain time to our country to settle and 
mature its yet recent institutions, and to progress without 
interruption to that degree of strength and consistency 
which is necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the com- 
mand of its own fortunes. 

Though, in reviewing the incidents of my adminis- 
tration, I am unconscious of intentional error, I am never- 
theless too sensible of my defects not to think it probable 
that I may have committed many errors. Whatever they 
may be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or miti- 
gate the evils to which they may tend. I shall also carry 
with me the hope that my country will never cease to view 
them with indulgence; and that, after forty-five years of 
my life dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the 
faults of incompetent abilities will be consigned to obliv- 
ion, as myself must soon be to the mansions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, 
and actuated by that fervent love towards it, which is 
so natural to a man who views in it the native soil of 
himself and his progenitors for several generations, I 
anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat, in which 
I promise myself to realize, without alloy, the sweet 
enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my fellow-citizens, 
the benign influence of good laws under a free govern- 
ment, the ever favorite object of my heart, and the happy 
reward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labors, and dangers. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
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QUESTIONS 


1. Where does Washington state his theme? 

2. How does Washington try to keep the good-will of the 
citizens? 

3. Why does he refer to his earlier intention to retire? 

4. Why did he not at that time? 

5. Why is the present a fitting time? 

6. To what does he ascribe his success in office? 

7. Why did he continue after “ Here, perhaps, I should stop”? 

8. How does he secure respectful attention for the advice he is 
about to give? 

9. What does he say of the Union? Can you cite any later facts 
which show that his prediction was well founded? 

10. Discuss the word American as applied to this nation. 

11. Is Washington very definite in his references to facts and 
conditions, or general? How can you explain this? 

12. What attitude towards foreign nations does he advise? 

13. What was his opinion of the Constitution? 

‘14. Basing your remarks on later history, comment on Wash- 
ington’s fear that the Constitution would be easily and 
frequently amended. 

15. Give the substance of his opinion concerning political parties. 

16. What two methods of forming parties did Washington 
discuss ? 

17. Can you answer with examples or reasons the detailed dis- 
orders he lists as the results of parties? 

18. Does Washington consider the other side at all? 

19. What is the general attitude today towards political parties? 

20. What division of legislative powers is provided by the 

F Constitution ? 

21. Give Washington’s opinion- concerning education. Has his 
view been carried out? 

22. Why did Washington give such detailed advice concerning 
the actions of aliens and foreign nations? 

23. Which section of his advice concerning foreign nations has 
this country carried out almost literally? What recent 
changes? What reasons for the change? 

24. What hope has Washington that his advice will be followed? 
Discuss this. ; ; 

25. Is the speech predominantly concerned with facts or feeling? 
Where does feeling show? f 

26. Discuss the sentence length and construction. 

27. Does this speech sound more like a written or spoken produc- 
tion? Explain clearly. 

28. What are the two main topics of the speech? Are they 
related? . 

29. What impression of Washington’s character do you get from 
the speech? , ? 

30. Which sections are most interesting? Why? 
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FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS? 
March 4, 1801 ? 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 
FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS: 


Called upon to undertake the duties of the first execu- 
tive office of our country, I avail myself of the presence 
of that portion of my fellow-citizens which is here assem- 
bled, to express my grateful thanks for the favor with 
which they have been pleased to look towards me, to 
declare a sincere consciousness that the task is above 
my talents, and that I approach it with those anxious and 
awful presentiments which the greatness of the charge 
and the weakness of my powers so justly inspire. A 
rising nation spread over a wide and fruitful land, tra- 
versing all the seas with the rich productions of their 
industry, engaged in commerce with nations who feel 
power and forget right, advancing rapidly to destinies 
beyond the reach of mortal eye; when I contemplate these 
transcendent objects and see the honor, the happiness, 
and the hopes of this beloved country committed to the 
issue and the auspices of this day, I shrink from the 
contemplation, and humble myself before the magnitude 
of the undertaking. 

Utterly, indeed, should I despair, did not the presence 
of many whom I here see remind me that in the other 
high authorities provided by our Constitution I shall find 
resources of wisdom, of virtue, and of zeal on which to 
rely under all difficulties. To you, then, gentlemen, who 


* See Introduction, p. 25. 
* This speech is frequently given the title, Democracy Defined. 


Thomas Jefferson 


are charged with the sovereign functions of legislation, 
and to those associated with you, I look with encourage- 
ment for that guidance and support which may enable us 
‘to steer with safety the vessel in which we are all em- 
barked, amidst the conflicting elements of a troubled sea. 

During the contest of opinion through which we have 
passed, the animation of discussions and of exertions 
has sometimes worn an aspect which might impose on 
strangers unused to think freely and to speak and to write 
what they think. But this being now decided by the voice 
of the nation, announced according to the rules of the 
Constitution, all will, of course, arrange themselves under 
the will of the law, and unite in common efforts for the 
common good. All, too, will bear in mind this sacred prin- 
ciple, that though the will of the majority is in all cases 
to prevail, that will, to be rightful, must be reasonable; 
that the minority possess their equal rights, which equal 
laws must protect, and to violate would be oppression. 
Let us then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and one 
mind ; let us restore to social intercourse that harmony and 
affection without which liberty, and even life itself, are but 
dreary things. And let us reflect that, having banished 
from our land that religious intolerance under which 
mankind so long bled and suffered, we have yet gained 
little if we countenance a political intolerance as despotic, 
as wicked, and capable of as bitter and bloody persecu- 
tions. During the throes and convulsions of the ancient 
world, during the agonizing spasms of infuriated man, 
seeking through blood and slaughter his long-lost liberty, 
it was not wonderful that the agitation of the billows 
should reach even this distant and peaceful shore; that 
this should be more felt and feared by some and less by 
others; and should divide opinions as to measures of 
safety. But every difference of opinion is not a difference 
of principle. We have called by different names brethren 
of the same principle. We are all Republicans; we are 
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all Federalists. If there be any among us who would 
wish to dissolve this Union, or to change its republican 
form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the 
safety with which error of opinion may be tolerated, 
where reason is left free to combat it. I know, indeed, 
that some honest men have feared that a republican 
Government cannot be strong ; that this Government is not 
strong enough. But would the honest patriot, in the full 
tide of successful experiment, abandon a Government 
which has so far kept us free and firm, on the theoretic 
and visionary fear that this Government, the world’s best 
hope, may by possibility want energy to preserve itself? 
I trust not. I believe this, on the contrary, the strongest 
Government on earth. I believe it the only one where 
every man, at the call of the law, would fly to the standard 
of the law ; would meet invasions of the public order as his 
own personal concern. Sometimes it is said that man 
cannot be trusted with the government of himself. Can 
he then be trusted with the government of others? Or 
have we found angels in the form of kings to govern him? 
Let history answer this question. 

Let us, then, pursue with courage and confidence our 
own federal and republican principles, our attachment to 
union and representative government. Kindly separated 
by nature and a wide ocean from the exterminating havoc 
of one-quarter of the globe; too high-minded to endure 
the degradations of the others; possessing a chosen coun- 
try, with room enough for our descendants to the hun- 
dredth and thousandth generation; entertaining a due 
sense of our equal right to the use of our own faculties, 
to the acquisitions of our own industry, to honor and 
confidence from our fellow-citizens, resulting not from 
birth, but from our actions and their sense of them; en- 
lightened by a benign religion, professed indeed and prac- 
ticed in various forms yet all of them inculcating honesty, 
truth, temperance, gratitude, and the love of man, acknowl- 
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sedging and adoring an overruling Providence, which by 
sall its dispensations, proves that it delights in the happiness 
sof man here and his greater happiness hereafter: with all 
‘these blessings, what more is necessary to make us a happy 
and a prosperous people? Still one thing more, fellow- 
citizens—a wise and frugal Government, which shall re- 
strain men from injuring one another, shall leave them 
otherwise free to regulate their own pursuits of industry 
and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of 
labor the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good 
government; and this is necessary to close the circle of 
our felicities. 

About to enter, fellow-citizens, on the exercise of 
duties which comprehend everything dear and valuable to 
you, it is proper you should understand what I deem the 
essential principle of this Government, and consequently 
those which ought to shape its administration. I will 
compress them in the narrowest compass they will bear, 
stating the general principle, but not all its limitations. 
Equal and exact justice to all men of whatever state or 
persuasion, religious or political; peace, commerce, and 
honest friendship with all nations, entangling alliances 
with none; * the support of the State governments in all 
their rights, as the most competent administrations for 
our domestic concerns, and the surest bulwarks against 
anti-republican tendencies ; the preservation of the general 
government in its whole constitutional vigor, as the sheet- 
anchor ‘ of our peace at home and safety abroad; a jealous 
care of the right of election by the people; a mild and 
safe corrective of abuses which are lopped by the sword 
of revolution, where peaceable remedies are unprovided ; 
absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the majority, 
the vital principle of republics, from which is no appeal 


* Notice that here Jefferson repeats the opinion—almost the 
exact words—of Washington. See pp. 56-57. 
*Look up sheet-anchor in a large dictionary. 
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but to force, the vital principle and immediate parent of 
despotism; a well-disciplined militia, our best reliance 
in peace and for the first moments of war, till regulars 
may relieve them;* the supremacy of the civil over the 
military authority; economy in the public expense, that 
labor may be lightly burdened ; the honest payment of our 
debts, and sacred preservation of the public faith; en- 
couragement of agriculture, and of commerce as its hand- 
maid; the diffusion of information and arraignment of 
all abuses at the bar of the public reason; freedom of 
religion, freedom of the press, and freedom of person, 
under the protection of the habeas corpus;°® and trial 
by juries impartially selected. These principles form the 
bright constellation which has gone before us, and guided 
our steps through an age of revolution and reformation. 
The wisdom of our sages and blood of our heroes have 
been devoted to their attainment ; they should be the creed 
of our political faith; the text of civic instruction; the 
touchstone by which to try the services of those we trust; 
and should we wander from them in moments of error or 
alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps and to regain the 
road which alone leads to peace, liberty, and safety. 

I repair then, fellow-citizens, to the post which you 
have assigned me. With experience enough in subordi- 
nate stations to know the difficulties of this, the greatest 
of all, I have learned to expect that it will rarely fall to 
the lot of imperfect man to retire from this station with 
the reputation and the favor which bring him into it. 
Without pretensions to that high confidence you reposed 
in our first and greatest revolutionary character, whose 
preeminent services had entitled him to the first place 


*In what fundamental principles has our military system al- 
ways differed from those of foreign countries? 

“Habeas corpus (literally, “ You may have the body”). This 
legal writ requires that a person be brought into court so that it 
may be learned whether he is being rightfully held in prison. This 
prevents detention without just cause. 


68 


Thomas Jefferson 


in his country’s love, and had destined for him the fairest 
page in the volume of faithful history, I ask so much 
confidence only as may give firmness and effect to the 
legal administration of your affairs. I shall often go 
‘wrong through defect of judgment. When right, I shall 
often be thought wrong by those whose positions will not 
‘command a view of the whole ground. I ask your indul- 
gence for my own errors, which will never be intentional ; 
and your support against the errors of others, who may 
condemn what they would not, if seen in all its parts. 
The approbation implied by your suffrage is a great 
consolation to me for the past; and my future solicitude 
will be to retain the good opinion of those who have 
bestowed it in advance, to conciliate that of others by 
doing them all the good in my power, and to be instru- 
mental to the happiness and freedom of all. 

Relying then on the patronage of your good-will, I 
advance with obedience to the work, ready to retire from 
it whenever you become sensible how much better choice 
it is in your power to make. And may that Infinite 
Power which rules the destinies of the universe lead our 
councils to what is best, and give them a favorable issue 
for your peace and prosperity.” 


QUESTIONS 


1. Before whom did Jefferson deliver this speech? 

2. What tactful compliments are in the introduction? | 

3. To what did Jefferson refer by the “contest of opinion”? 

4. Is the theme directly stated or implied? State it yourself. 

5. To what is reference made in “throes and convulsions of the 
ancient world”? 

6. Had Washington touched at all on the strength of the central 
government? Why were such remarks made in that period? 

7. How much of this speech deals with the past and present? 
How much the future? k B 

8. What principle of Jefferson is reflected in the phrase, “ frugal 
government”? 


™The moderation and wisdom of Jefferson’s administrations 
are evident in the constructive measures carried into effect. 
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. What details illustrate the democratic sentiments of Jefferson? 
. Is the definition of good government a satisfactory and ade- 


quate one? Comment and explain. 


. Where does the purpose of the speech become clearest? 


What is Jefferson’s opinion of foreign relations? Who had 
expressed these views before? Do you know of anyone 
~ since? 


. Did Jefferson express the prevalent opinion of most of our 


people regarding our military system? Carry your discus- 
sion to any point. 


. What subordinate positions had Jefferson held? 
. Was Jefferson right in his prediction of loss of prestige by a 


President during his term. 


. What impression of the character of Jefferson do you get from 


this speech? 


. Is there any appeal to feeling in this speech? Where? 
. Is the speech argumentative or explanatory? 
. How many instances of figurative or metaphoric language can 


you find? 


. Recalling the circumstances and time of its delivery, do you 


think that the speech would induce confidence and hope? 


7V 


IV 


FIRST BUNKER HILL ORATION! 
June 17, 1825 


DANIEL WEBSTER 


THIs uncounted multitude before me and around me 
proves the feeling which the occasion has excited. These 
thousands of human faces glowing with sympathy and 
joy, and, from the impulses of a common gratitude, turned 
reverently to heaven, in this spacious temple of the firma- 
ment, proclaim that the day, the place, and the purpose of 
our assembling have made a deep impression on our hearts. 

If, indeed, there be anything in local association fit to 
affect the mind of man, we need not strive to repress the 
emotions which agitate us here. We are among the 
sepulchres of our fathers. We are on ground distin- 
guished by their valor, their constancy, and the shedding 
of their blood. We are here, not to fix an uncertain date 
in our annals, nor to draw into notice an obscure and 
unknown spot. If our humble purpose had never been 
conceived, if we ourselves had never been born, the 
17th of June, 1775, would have been a day on which all 
subsequent history would have poured its light, and the 
eminence where we stand a point of attraction to the eyes 
of successive generations. But we are Americans. We 
live in what may be called the early age of this great conti- 
nent; and we know that our posterity, through all time, 
are here to suffer and enjoy the allotments of humanity. 
We see before us a probable train of great events; we 
know that our own fortunes have been happily cast; and it 
is natural, therefore, that we should be moved by the con- 


+See Introduction, p. 27. 
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templation of occurrences which have guided our destiny 
before many of us were born, and settled the condition in 
which we should pass that portion of our existence which 
God allows to men on earth. 

We do not read even of the discovery of this continent 
without feeling something of a personal interest in the 
event ; without being reminded how much it has affected 
our own fortunes, and our own existence. It is more 
impossible for us, therefore, than for others, to contem- 
plate with unaffected minds that interesting, I may say, 
that most touching and pathetic scene, when the great 
Discoverer of America stood on the deck of his shattered 
bark, the shades of night falling on the sea, yet no man 
sleeping ; tossed on the billows of an unknown ocean, yet 
the stronger billows of alternate hope and despair tossing 
his own troubled thoughts; extending forward his har- 
assed frame, straining westward his anxious and eager 
eyes, till Heaven at last granted him a moment of rapture 
and ecstasy, in blessing his vision with the sight of the 
unknown world. 

Nearer to our times, more closely connected with our 
fates, and therefore still more interesting to our feelings 
and affections, is the settlement of our own country by 
colonists from England. We cherish every memorial of 
these worthy ancestors; we celebrate their patience and 
fortitude; we admire their daring enterprise; we teach 
our children to venerate their piety; and we are justly 
proud of being descended from men who have set the 
world an example of founding civil institutions on the 
great and united principles of human freedom and human 
knowledge. To us, their children, the story of their labors 
and sufferings can never be without its interest. We shall 
not stand unmoved on the shore of Plymouth while the 
sea continues to wash it; nor will our brethren in another 
early and ancient colony forget the place of its first estab- 
lishment till their river shall cease to flow by it. No 
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vigor of youth, no maturity of manhood, will lead the 
nation to forget the spots where its infancy was cradled 
and defended. 

But the great event in the history of the continent 
which we are now met here to commemorate ; that prodigy 
of modern times, at once the wonder and the blessing 
of the world, is the American Revolution. In a day of 
extraordinary prosperity and happiness, of high national 
honor, distinction, and power, we are brought together 
in this place by our love of country, by our admiration of 
exalted character, by our gratitude for signal services and 
patriotic devotion. 

The society whose organ I am was formed for the 
purpose of rearing some honorable and durable monu- 
ment to the memory of the early friends of American 
Independence. They have thought that for this object 
no time could be more propitious than the present prosper- 
ous and peaceful period ; that no place could claim prefer- 
ence over this memorable spot; and that no day could be 
more auspicious to the undertaking than the anniversary 
of the battle which was here fought. The foundation of 
that monument we have now laid. With solemnities suited 
to the occasion, with prayers toAlmighty God for His bless- 
ing, and in the midst of this cloud of witnesses, we have 
begun the work. We trust it will be prosecuted ; and that, 
springing from a broad foundation, rising high in massive 
solidity and unadorned grandeur, it may remain, as long 
as Heaven permits the works of man to last, a fit emblem, 
both of the events in memory of which it is raised, and of 
the gratitude of those who have reared it. 

We know, indeed, that the record of illustrious actions 
is most safely deposited in the universal remembrance of 
mankind. We know that if we could cause this structure 
to ascend, not only till it reached the skies, but till it 
pierced them, its broad surfaces could still contain but part 
of that which, in an age of knowledge, hath already been 
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spread over the earth, and which history charges itself 
with making known to all future times. We know that 
no inscription on entablatures less broad than the earth 
itself can carry information of the events we commemo- 
rate where it has not already gone; and that no structure 
which shall not outlive the duration of letters and knowl- 
edge among men can prolong the memorial. But our 
object is by this edifice to show our own deep sense of the 
value and importance of the achievements of our ances- 
tors; and, by presenting this work of gratitude to the 
eye, to keep alive similar sentiments, and to foster a 
constant regard for the principles of the Revolution. 
Human beings are composed not of reason only, but of 
imagination also, and sentiment; and that is neither wasted 
nor misapplied which is appropriated to the purpose of 
giving right direction to sentiments, and opening proper 
springs of feeling in the heart. Let it not be supposed 
that our object is to perpetuate national hostility, or even 
to cherish a mere military spirit. It is higher, purer, 
nobler. We consecrate our work to the spirit of national 
independence, and we wish that the light of peace may 
rest upon it forever. We rear a memorial of our convic- 
tion of that unmeasured benefit which has been conferred 
on our own land, and of the happy influences which have 
been produced by the same events on the general interests 
of mankind. We come, as Americans, to mark a spot 
which must forever be dear to us and our posterity. We 
wish that whosoever in all coming time shall turn his eye 
hither may behold that the place is not undistinguished 
where the first great battle of the Revolution was fought. 
We wish that this structure may proclaim the magnitude 
and importance of that event to every class and every age. 
We wish that infancy may learn the purpose of its erection 
from maternal lips, and that weary and withered age may 
behold it, and be solaced by the recollections which it 
suggests. We wish that labor may look up here, and 
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be proud in the midst of its toil. We wish that in those 
days of disaster, which, as they come on all nations, must 
be expected to come on us also, desponding patriotism may 
turn its eyes hitherward, and be assured that the founda- 
tions of our national power still stand strong. We wish 
that this column, rising towards heaven among the pointed 
spires of so many temples dedicated toGod, may contribute 
also to produce, in all minds, a pious feeling of depend- 
ence and gratitude. We wish, finally, that the last object 
on the sight of him who leaves his native shore, and the 
first to gladden him who revisits it, may be something 
which shall remind him of the liberty and the glory of 
his country. Let it rise till it meet the sun in his coming; 
let the earliest light of the morning gild it, and parting 
day linger and play on its summit. 

We live in a most extraordinary age. Events so 
various and so important that they might crowd and dis- 
tinguish centuries, are, in our times, compressed within 
the compass of a single life. When has it happened that 
history has had so much to record, in the same term of 
years, as since the 17th of June, 1775? Our own Revolu- 
tion, which, under other circumstances, might itself have 
been expected to occasion a war of half a century, has 
been achieved; twenty-four sovereign and independent 
States erected ; and a general government established over 
them, so safe, so wise, so free, so practical, that we might 
well wonder its establishment should have been accom- 
plished so soon, were it not for the greater wonder that it 
should have been established at all. Two or three millions 
of people have been augmented to twelve; and the great 
forests of the West prostrated beneath the arm of success- 
ful industry; and the dwellers on the banks of the Ohio 
and the Mississippi become the fellow-citizens and neigh- 
bors of those who cultivate the hills of New England. 
We have a commerce that leaves no sea unexplored; 
navies which take no law from superior force; revenue 
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adequate to all the exigencies of government, almost with- 
out taxation ; and peace with all nations, founded on equal 
rights and mutual respect. 

Europe, within the same period, has been agitated by 
a mighty revolution,? which, while it has been felt in the 
individual condition and happiness of almost every man, 
has shaken to the centre her political fabric, and dashed 
against one another thrones which had stood tranquil for 
ages. On this, our continent, our own example has been 
followed; and colonies have sprung up to be nations. 
Unaccustomed sounds of liberty and free government 
have reached us from beyond the track of the sun; and at 
this moment the dominion of European power, in this 
continent, from the place where we stand to the south 
pole, is annihilated forever.* 

In the meantime, both in Europe and America, such 
has been the general progress of knowledge; such the 
improvements in legislation, in commerce, in the arts, in 
letters and above all in liberal ideas, and the general spirit 
of the age, that the whole world seems changed. 

Yet, notwithstanding that this is but a faint abstract 
of the things which have happened since the day of the 
battle of Bunker Hill, we are but fifty years removed 
from it; and we now stand here to enjoy all the blessings 
of our own condition, and to look abroad on the brightened 
prospects of the world, while we hold still among us some 
of those who were active agents in the scenes of 1775, 
and who are now here, from every quarter of New Eng- 
land, to visit, once more, and under circumstances so 
affecting, I had almost said so overwhelming, this re- 
nowned theatre of their courage and patriotism.‘ 


* The French Revolution of 17809. 

*In South America several republics founded upon the prin- 
ciples of ours had been established. 

“Forty of the men who fought in the battle were present. 
Bone re hundred other survivors of the Revolutionary War 
attended. 
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VENERABLE MEN! you have come down to us from 
a former generation. Heaven has bounteously lengthened 
out your lives, that you might behold this joyous day. 
You are now where you stood fifty years ago, this very 
hour, with your brothers, and your neighbors, shoulder 
to shoulder, in the strife for your country. Behold, how 
altered! The same heavens are indeed over your heads; 
the same ocean rolls at your feet; but all else, how 
changed! You hear now no roar of hostile cannon, you 
see no mixed volumes of smoke and flame rising from 
burning Charlestown. The ground strewed with the dead 
and the dying; the impetuous charge; the steady and 
successful repulse; the loud call to repeated assault; the 
summoning of all that is manly to repeated resistance; a 
thousand bosoms freely and fearlessly bared in an instant 
to whatever of terror there may be in war and death ;— 
all these you have witnessed, but you witness them no 
more. All is peace. The heights of yonder metropolis, 
its towers and roofs, which you then saw filled with wives 
and children and countrymen in distress and terror, and 
looking with unutterable emotions for the issue of the 
combat, have presented you today with the sight of its 
whole happy population, come out to welcome and greet 
you with an universal jubilee. Yonder proud ships, by a 
felicity of position appropriately lying at the foot of this 
mount, and seeming fondly to cling around it, are not 
means of annoyance to you, but your country’s own means 
of distinction and defense.’ All is peace; and God has 
granted you this sight of your country’s happiness ere 
you slumber in the grave forever. He has allowed you 
to behold and to partake the reward of your patriotic toils ; 
and He has allowed us, your sons and countrymen, to 
meet you here, and in the name of the present generation, 
in the name of your country, in the name of liberty, to 
thank you! 


5 Ships in the United States Navy Yard. 
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But, alas! you are not all here! Time and the sword 
have thinned your ranks. Prescott, Putnam, Stark, 
Brooks, Read, Pomeroy, Bridge! our eyes seek for you in 
vain amidst this broken band, You are gathered to your 
fathers, and live only to your country in her grateful 
remembrance, and your own bright example. But let us 
not too much grieve, that you have met the common fate 
of men. You lived at least long enough to know that 
your work had been nobly and successfully accomplished. 
You lived to see your country’s independence established, 
and to sheathe your swords from war. On the light of 
Liberty you saw arise the light of Peace, like 


“another morn, 
Risen on mid-noon; ’”—* 


and the sky, on which you closed your eyes, was cloudless. 

But—ah!—Him! the first great Martyr in this great 
cause!* Him! the premature victim of his own self- 
devoting heart! Him! the head of our civil councils, and 
the destined leader of our military bands; whom nothing 
brought hither, but the unquenchable fire of his own spirit ; 
Him! cut off by Providence, in the hour of overwhelm- 
ing anxiety and thick gloom; falling ere he saw the star 
of his country rise; pouring out his generous blood like 
water, before he knew whether it would fertilize a land of 
freedom or of bondage! how shall I struggle with the 
emotions that stifle the utterance of thy name !—Our poor 
work may perish; but thine shall endure! This monu- 
ment may moulder away; the solid ground it rests upon 
may sink down to a level with the sea; but thy memory 
shall not fail! Wheresoever among men a heart shall be 
found that beats to the transports of patriotism and 
liberty, its aspirations shall be to claim kindred with 
thy spirit! 


* Quoted from Milton, Paradise Lost, Book V. 
* General Joseph Warren. 
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But the scene amidst which we stand does not permit 
us to confine our thoughts or our sympathies to those fear- 
less spirits who hazarded or lost their lives on this conse- 
crated spot. We have the happiness to rejoice here in the 
presence of a most worthy representation of the survivors 
of the whole Revolutionary Army. 

VETERANS! you are the remnant of many a well-fought 
field. You bring with you marks of honor from Trenton 
and Monmouth, from Yorktown, Camden, Bennington, 
and Saratoga. VETERANS OF HALF A CENTURY! when in 
your youthful days you put everything at hazard in your 
country’s cause, good as that cause was, and sanguine as 
youth is, still your fondest hopes did not stretch onward 
to an hour like this! At a period to which you could not 
reasonably have expected to arrive; at a moment of 
national prosperity such as you could never have fore- 
seen, you are now met here to enjoy the fellowship of old 
soldiers, and to receive the overflowings of a uni- 
versal gratitude. 

But your agitated countenances and your heaving 
breasts inform me that even this is not an unmixed joy. 
I perceive that a tumult of contending feelings rushes upon 
you. The images of the dead, as well as the persons of 
the living, throng to your embraces. The scene over- 
whelms you, and I turn from it. May the Father of all 
mercies smile upon your declining years, and bless them! 
And when you shall here have exchanged your embraces ; 
when you shall once more have pressed the hands which 
have been so often extended to give succor in adversity, 
or grasped in the exultation of victory; then look abroad 
into this lovely land which your young valor defended, 
and mark the happiness with which it is filled; yea, look 
abroad into the whole earth, and see what a name you 
have contributed to give to your country, and what a praise 
you have added to freedom, and then rejoice in the sym- 
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pathy and gratitude which beam upon your last days from 
the improved condition of mankind. 

The occasion does not require of me any particular 
account of the battle of the 17th of June, nor any detailed 
narrative of the events which immediately preceded it. 
These are familiarly known to all. In the progress of the 
great and interesting controversy, Massachusetts and the 
town of Boston had become early and marked objects of 
the displeasure of the British Parliament. This had been 
manifested in the Act for altering the Government of the 
Province, and in that for shutting up the Port of Boston.* 
Nothing sheds more honor on our early history, and noth- 
ing better shows how little the feelings and sentiments of 
the colonies were known or regarded in England, than the 
impression which these measures everywhere produced 
in America. It had been anticipated, that while the other 
colonies would be terrified by the severity of the punish- 
ment inflicted on Massachusetts, the other seaports would 
be governed by a mere spirit of gain; and that, as Boston 
was now cut off from all commerce, the unexpected ad- 
vantage which this blow on her was calculated to confer 
on other towns, would be greedily enjoyed. How miser- 
ably such reasoners deceived themselves! How little they 
knew of the depth, and the strength, and the intenseness 
of that feeling of resistance to illegal acts of power which 
possessed the whole American people! Everywhere the 
unworthy boon was rejected with scorn. The fortunate 
occasion was seized, everywhere, to show to the whole 
world that the colonies were swayed by no local interest, 
no partial interest, no selfish interest. The temptation to 
profit by the punishment of Boston was strongest to our 
neighbors of Salem. Yet Salem was precisely the place 
RE SA TE ROMNEY KG 
Chaash gine ‘tke anne ested wea bea sit aac i 
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vhere this miserable proffer was spurned in a tone of the 
nost lofty self-respect and the most indignant patriotism. 
“We are deeply affected,” said its inhabitants, “ with 
he sense of our public calamities; but the miseries that 
ure now rapidly hastening on our brethren in the capital 
of the Province greatly excite our commiseration. By 
shutting up the Port of Boston, some imagine that the 
-ourse of trade might be turned hither and to our benefit; 
out we must be dead to every idea of justice, lost to all 
‘eelings of humanity, could we indulge a thought to seize 
yn wealth, and raise our fortunes on the ruin of our suffer- 
ng neighbors.” These noble sentiments were not con- 
ined to our immediate vicinity. In that day of general 
iffection and brotherhood, the blow given to Boston smote 
yn every patriotic heart from one end of the country to the 
wher. Virginia and the Carolinas, as well as Connecticut 
ind New Hampshire, felt and proclaimed the cause to be 
heir own. The Continental Congress, then holding its 
irst session in Philadelphia, expressed its sympathy for 
he suffering inhabitants of Boston, and addresses were 
received from all quarters, assuring them that the cause 
was a common one, and should be met by common efforts 
und common sacrifices. The Congress of Massachusetts 
responded to these assurances; and in an address to the 
Congress at Philadelphia, bearing the official signature, 
perhaps among the last, of the immortal Warren, not- 
withstanding the severity of its suffering and the magni- 
‘ude of the dangers which threatened it, it was declared 
that this colony “ is ready, at all times, to spend and to be 
spent in the cause of America.” 

But the hour drew nigh which was to put professions 
0 the proof and to determine whether the authors of these 
nutual pledges were ready to seal them in blood. The 
idings of Lexington and Concord had no sooner spread, 
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than it was universally felt that the time was at last come 
for action. A spirit pervaded all ranks, not transient, not 
boisterous, but deep, solemn, determined, 


“totamque infusa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, et magno se corpore miscet. 


338 


War on their own soil and at their own doors, was, indeed, 
a strange work to the yeomanry of New England; but 
their consciences were convinced of its necessity, their 
country called them to it, and they did not withhold them- 
selves from the perilous trial. The ordinary occupations 
of life were abandoned ; the plough was stayed in the unfin- 
ished furrow; wives gave up their husbands, and mothers 
gave up their sons, to the battles of a civil war. Death 
might come, in honor, on the field; it might come, in dis- 
grace, on the scaffold. For either and for both they were 
prepared. The sentiment of Quincy was full in their 
hearts. “ Blandishments,” said that distinguished sor 
of genius and patriotism, “will not fascinate us, nor wil 
threats of a halter intimidate; for, under God, we ar 
determined, that wheresoever, whensoever, or howsoeve! 
we shall be called to make our exit, we will die free men.’ 

The 17th of June saw the four New England colonies? 
standing here, side by side, to triumph or to fall togethe: 
and there was with them from that moment to the end o: 
the war, what I hope will remain with them forever, on 
cause, one country, one heart. 

The battle of Bunker Hill was attended with the mos 
important effects beyond its immediate result as a militar 
engagement. It created at once a state of open, publi 
war. There could now be no longer a question of pro 
ceeding against individuals, as guilty of treason or rebel 

*A bright intelligence, which darts 


Its influence through the several parts 
And animates the whole. 


Virgil, Aeneid, VI (Conington). 
* Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island 
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lion. That fearful crisis was past. The appeal now lay 
ito the sword, and the only question was, whether the spirit 
and the resources of the people would hold out till the 
object should be accomplished. Nor were its general 
consequences confined to our own country. The previous 
proceedings of the colonies, their appeals, resolutions, 
and addresses, had made their cause known to Europe. 
Without boasting, we may say, that in no age or country 
has the public cause been maintained with more force of 
argument, more power of illustration, or more of that 
persuasion which excited feeling and elevated principle 
can alone bestow, than the revolutionary state papers 
exhibit. These papers will forever deserve to be studied, 
not only for the spirit which they breathe, but for the 
ability with which they were written. 

To this able vindication of their cause, the colonies had 
now added a practical and severe proof of their own true 
devotion to it, and evidence also of the power which they 
could bring to its support. All now saw that, if America 
fell, she would not fall without a struggle. Men felt 
sympathy and regard, as well as surprise, when they be- 
held these infant States, remote, unknown, unaided, en- 
counter the power of England, and in the first considerable 
battle leave more of their enemies dead on the field, in 
proportion to the number of combatants, than they had 
recently known in the wars of Europe. 

Information of these events, circulating through Eu- 
rope, at length reached the ears of one who now hears 
me.1t He has not forgotten the emotion which the 
fame of Bunker Hill, and the name of Warren, excited in 
his youthful breast. 

Sir, we are assembled to commemorate the establish- 
ment of great public principles of liberty, and to do honor 


General Lafayette, who was visiting the United States, here 
rose; he remained standing until Webster finished the direct 
address to him. 
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to the distinguished dead. The occasion is too severe for 
eulogy to the living. But, sir, your interesting relation to 
this country, the peculiar circumstances which surround 
you and surround us, call on me to express the happiness 
which we derive from your presence and aid in this 
solemn commemoration. 

Fortunate, fortunate man! with what measure of devo- 
tion will you not thank God for the circumstances of your 
extraordinary life! You are connected with both hemis- 
pheres and with two generations. Heaven saw fit to 
ordain that the electric spark of liberty should be con- 
ducted, through you, from the new world to the old; 
and we, who are now here to perform this duty of 
patriotism, have all of us long ago received it in charge 
from our fathers to cherish your name and your virtues. 
You will account it an instance of your good fortune, 
sir, that you crossed the seas to visit us at a time which 
enables you to be present at this solemnity. You now 
behold the field, the renown of which reached you in the 
heart of France, and caused a thrill in your ardent bosom. 
You see the lines of the little redout thrown up by the 
incredible diligence of Prescott; defended, to the last 
extremity, by his lion-hearted valor; and within which 
the cornerstone of our monument has now taken its posi- 
tion. You see where Warren fell, and where Parker, 
Gardner, McCleary, Moore, and other early patriots fell 
with him. Those who survived that day, and whose lives 
have been prolonged to the present hour, are now around 
you. Some of them you have known in the trying scenes 
of the war. Behold! they now stretch forth their feeble 
arms to embrace you. Behold! they raise their trembling 
voices to invoke the blessing of God on you and 
yours forever. 

Sir, you have assisted us in laying the foundation of 
this edifice. You have heard us rehearse, with our feeble 
commendation, the names of departed patriots. Sir, 
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‘monuments and eulogy belong to the dead. We give them 
‘this day to Warren and his associates. On other occa- 
‘sions they have been given to your more immediate com- 
panions in arms, to Washington, to Greene, to Gates, 
Sullivan, and Lincoln. Sir, we have become reluctant to 
grant these, our highest and last honors, further. We 
would gladly hold them yet back from the little remnant 
of that immortal band. Serus in celum redeas.*  Illus- 
trious as are your merits, yet far, oh, very far distant be 
the day when any inscription shall bear your name, or any 
tongue pronounce its eulogy! 

The leading reflection to which this occasion seems 
to invite us, respects the great changes which have hap- 
pened in the fifty years since the battle of Bunker Hill was 
fought. And it peculiarly marks the character of the 
present age, that, in looking at these changes, and in esti- 
mating their effect on our condition, we are obliged to 
consider, not what has been done in our own country only, 
but in others also. In these interesting times, while 
nations are making separate and individual advances in 
improvement, they make, too, a common progress; like 
vessels on a common tide, propelled by the gales at differ- 
ent rates, according to their several structure and man- 
agement, but all moved forward by one mighty current 
beneath, strong enough to bear onward whatever does not 
sink beneath it. 

A chief distinction of the present day is a community 
of opinions and knowledge amongst men in different 
nations, existing in a degree heretofore unknown, Knowl- 
edge has in our time triumphed, and is triumphing, over 
distance, over difference of languages, over diversity of 
habits, over prejudice, and over bigotry. The civilized 
and Christian world is fast learning the great lesson, that 
difference of nation does not imply necessary hostility, and 


Book I, Ode 2. 
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that all contact need not be war. The whole world is 
becoming a common field for intellect to act in. Energy 
of mind, genius, power, wheresoever it exists, may speak 
out in any tongue, and the world will hear it. A great 
chord of sentiment and feeling runs through two conti- 
nents, and vibrates over both. Every breeze wafts intelli- 
gence from country to country; every wave rolls it; all 
give it forth, and all in turn receive it. There is a vast 
commerce of ideas; there are marts and exchanges for 
intellectual discoveries, and a wonderful fellowship of 
those individual intelligences which make up the mind and 
opinion of the age. Mind is the great lever of all things; 
human thought is the process by which human ends are 
ultimately answered; and the diffusion of knowledge, so 
astonishing in the last half century, has rendered innu- 
merable minds, variously gifted by nature, competent 
to be competitors, or fellow-workers, on the theatre of 
intellectual operation. 

From these causes important improvements have taken 
place in the personal condition of individuals. Gener- 
ally speaking, mankind are not only better fed, and better 
clothed, but they are able also to enjoy more leisure; 
they possess more refinement and more self-respect. A 
superior tone of education, manners, and habits prevails. 
This remark, most true in its application to our own 
country, is also partly true when applied elsewhere. It 
is proved by the vastly augmented consumption of those 
articles of manufacture and of commerce which con- 
tribute to the comforts and the decencies of life; an aug- 
mentation which has far outrun the progress of popula- 
tion. And while the unexampled and almost incredible 
use of machinery would seem to supply the place of labor, 
labor still finds its occupation and its reward; so wisely 
has Providence adjusted men’s wants and desires to their 
condition and their capacity. 

Any adequate survey, however, of the progress made 
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m the last half century in the polite and the mechanic arts, 
n machinery and manufactures, in commerce and agri- 
culture, in letters and in science, would require volumes. 
{ must abstain wholly from these subjects and turn for 
a moment to the contemplation of what has been done on 
the great question of politics and government. This is 
-he master topic of the age; and during the whole fifty 
years it has intensely occupied the thoughts of men. The 
aature of civil government, its ends and uses, have been 
canvassed and investigated ; ancient opinions attacked and 
defended ; new ideas recommended and resisted, by what- 
ever power the mind of man could bring to the contro- 
versy. From the closet and the public halls the debate 
has been transferred to the field; and the world has been 
shaken by wars of unexampled magnitude, and the great- 
est variety of fortune. A day of peace has at length 
succeeded ; and now that the strife has subsided, and the 
smoke cleared away, we may begin to see what has actually 
been done, permanently changing the state and condition 
of human society. And without dwelling on particular 
circumstances, it is most apparent, that, from the before- 
mentioned causes of augmented knowledge and improved 
individual attention, a real substantial and important 
change has taken place, and is taking place, greatly bene- 
ficial, on the whole, to human liberty and human happiness. 

The great wheel of political revolution began to move 
in America. Here its rotation was guarded, regular, and 
safe. Transferred to the other continent, from unfortu- 
nate but natural causes, it received an irregular and 
violent impulse; it whirled along with a fearful celerity ; 
till at length, like the chariot wheels in the races of an- 
tiquity, it took fire from the rapidity of its own motion, 
and blazed onward, spreading conflagration and ter- 
ror around.” 


%The French Revolution, with its resultant Reign of 
Terror, etc. 
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We learn from the result of this experiment how for- 
tunate was our own condition, and how admirably the 
character of our people was calculated for making the 
great example of popular governments. The possession 
of power did not turn the heads of the American people, 
for they had long been in the habit of exercising a great 
portion of self-control. Although the paramount author- 
ity of the parent state existed over them, yet a large field 
of legislation had always been open to our colonial assem- 
blies. They were accustomed to representative bodies 
and the forms of free government; they understood the 
doctrine of the division of power among different 
branches, and the necessity of checks on each. The char- 
acter of our countrymen, moreover, was sober, moral, and 
religious ; and there was little in the change to shock their 
feelings of justice and humanity, or even to disturb an 
honest prejudice. We had no domestic throne to over- 
turn, no privileged orders to cast down, no violent changes 
of property to encounter. In the American Revolution, 
no man sought or wished for more than to defend and 
enjoy his own. None hoped for plunder or for spoil. 
Rapacity was unknown to it; the ax was not among the 
instruments of its accomplishment; ‘* and we all know 
that it could not have lived a single day under any 
well-founded imputation of possessing a tendency adverse 
to the Christian religion. 

It need not surprise us that under circumstances less 
auspicious, political revolutions elsewhere, even when well 
intended, have terminated differently. It is, indeed, a 
great achievement, it is the master work of the world, 
to establish governments entirely popular on lasting foun- 
dations; nor is it easy, indeed, to introduce the popular 
principle at all into governments to which it has been 
altogether a stranger. It cannot be doubted, however, 
that Europe has come out of the contest in which she has 

“The guillotine, so active after the French Revolution, 
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‘been so long engaged with greatly superior knowledge, 
sand, in many respects, a highly improved condition. What- 
sever benefit has been acquired is likely to be retained, for 
rit consists mainly in the acquisition of more enlightened 
‘ideas. And although kingdoms and provinces may be 
wrested from the hands that hold them, in the same man- 
ner they were obtained; although ordinary and vulgar 
power may, in human affairs, be lost as it has been won; 
yet it is the glorious prerogative of the empire of knowl- 
edge that what it gains it never loses. On the contrary, 
it increases by the multiple of its own power; all its ends 
become means; all its attainments help to new conquests. 
Its whole abundant harvest is but so much seed wheat, 
and nothing has ascertained, and nothing can ascertain,1® 
the amount of ultimate product. 

Under the influence of this rapidly increasing knowl- 
edge, the people have begun, in all forms of government, 
to think, and to reason, on affairs of state. Regarding 
government as an institution for the public good, they 
demand a knowledge of its operations, and a participation 
in its exercise. A call for the Representative system, 
wherever it is not enjoyed, and where there is already 
intelligence enough to estimate its value, is perseveringly 
made. Where men may speak out, they demand it ; where 
the bayonet is at their throats, they pray for it. 

When Louis XIV. said, “ I am the state,” he expressed 
the essence of the doctrine of unlimited power.** By 
the rules of that system, the people are disconnected from 
the state; they are its subjects; it is their lord. These 
ideas, founded in the love of power, and long supported 
by the excess and the abuse of it, are yielding, in our age, 
to other opinions; and the civilized world seems at last to 

Tn later printings Webster changed ascertained and ascer- 
tain to limited and limit. Which do you consider better? 

* This frequently quoted remark of Louis XIV. (1643-1715) 


expresses the principle of absolute monarchy, “ L’état; c’est moi.” 
His rule prepared for the Revolution in France. 
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be proceeding to the conviction of that fundamental and 
manifest truth, that the powers of government are but a 
trust, and that they cannot be lawfully exercised but for 
the good of the community. As knowledge is more and 
more extended, this conviction becomes more and more 
general. Knowledge, in truth, is the great sun in the 
firmament. Life and power are scattered with all its 
beams. The prayer of the Grecian combatant, when en- 
veloped in unnatural clouds and darkness, is the appro- 
priate political supplication for the people of every coun- 
try not yet blessed with free institutions ; 


“Dispel this cloud, the light of heaven restore, 
Give me to SEE and Ajax asks no more.” * 


We may hope that the growing influence of enlight- 
ened sentiments will promote the permanent peace of 
the world. Wars to maintain family alliances, to uphold 
or to cast down dynasties, to regulate successions to 
thrones, which have occupied so much room in the history 
of modern times, if not less likely to happen at all, will 
be less likely to become general and involve many nations, 
as the great principle shall be more and more established, 
that the interest of the world is peace, and its first great 
statute, that every nation possesses the power of estab- 
lishing a government for itself. But public opinion has 
attained also an influence over governments which do not 
admit the popular principle into their organization. A 
necessary respect for the judgment of the world operates, 
in some measure, as a control over the most unlimited 
forms of authority. It is owing, perhaps, to this truth, 
that the interesting struggle of the Greeks has been suf- 
fered to go on so long,'* without a direct interference, 


** Spoken by Ajax in Homer’s Jliad, Book XVII. 

“ The Greek Revolution against Turkey lasted from 1821 until 
1828. What echoes of this struggle were apparent in the Great 
War of 1914? 
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either to wrest that country from its present masters, and 
add it to other powers, or to execute the system of pacifi- 

cation by force, and, with united strength, lay the neck of 

Christian and civilized Greece at the foot of the barbarian 
Turk. Let us thank God that we live in an age when 
something has influence besides the bayonet, and when the 
sternest authority does not venture to encounter the 
scorching power of public reproach. Any attempt of the 
kind I have mentioned should be met by one universal 
burst of indignation ; the air of the civilized world ought 
to be made too warm to be comfortably breathed by any 
who would hazard it. 

It is, indeed, a touching reflection, that while, in the 
fulness of our country’s happiness, we rear this monument 
to her honor, we look for instruction in our undertaking 
to a country which is now in fearful contest, not for works 
of art or memorials of glory, but for her own existence. 
Let her be assured that she is not forgotten in the world; 
that her efforts are applauded, and that constant prayers 
ascend for her success. And let us cherish a confident 
hope for her final triumph. If the true spark of religious 
and civil liberty be kindled, it will burn. Human agency 
cannot extinguish it. Like the earth’s central fire it may 
be smothered for a time; the ocean may overwhelm it; 
mountains may press it down; but its inherent and uncon- 
querable force will heave both the ocean and the land, and 
at some time or another, in some place or another, the 
volcano will break out and flame up to heaven. 

Among the great events of the half century, we must 
reckon, certainly, the Revolution of South America; and 
we are not likely to overrate the importance of that Revo- 
lution, either to the people of the country itself or to the 
rest of the world. The late Spanish colonies, now inde- 
pendent states, under circumstances less favorable, doubt- 
less, than attended our own Revolution, have yet success- 
fully commenced their national existence. They have 
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accomplished the great object of establishing their inde- 
pendence; they are known and acknowledged in the 
world; and although in regard to their systems of gov- 
ernment, their sentiments on religious toleration, and their 
provisions for public instruction, they may have yet much 
to learn, it must be admitted that they have risen to the 
condition of settled and established states more rapidly 
than could have been reasonably anticipated. They already 
furnish an exhilarating example of the difference between 
free governments and despotic misrule. Their commerce, 
at this moment, creates a new activity in all the great 
marts of the world. They show themselves able, by an 
exchange of commodities, to bear a useful part in the 
intercourse of nations. 

A new spirit of enterprise and industry begins to pre- 
vail; all the great interests of society receive a salutary 
impulse; and the progress of information not only testifies 
to an improved condition, but constitutes, itself, the high- 
est and most essential improvement. 

When the battle of Bunker Hill was fought, the exist- 
ence of South America was scarcely felt in the civilized 
world. The thirteen little colonies of North America 
habitually called themselves the “ Continent.” Borne 
down by colonial subjugation, monopoly, and bigotry, 
these vast regions of the South were hardly visible above 
the horizon. But in our day there hath been, as it were, 
anew creation. The Southern Hemisphere emerges from 
the sea. Its lofty mountains begin to lift themselves into 
the light of heaven ; its broad and fertile plains stretch out, 
in beauty, to the eye of civilized man, and at the mighty 
bidding of the voice of political liberty the waters of 
darkness retire. 

And now, let us indulge an honest exultation in the 
conviction of the benefit which the example of our country 
has produced, and is likely to produce, on human freedom 
and human happiness. And let us endeavor to compre- 
hend in all its magnitude, and to feel in all its importance, 
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he part assigned to us in the great drama of human 
affairs. We are placed at the head of the system of repre- 
sentative and popular governments. Thus far our exam- 
ole shows that such governments are compatible, not only 
with respectability and power, but with repose, with peace, 
with security of personal rights, with good laws, and a 
just administration. 

We are not propagandists. Wherever other systems 
are preferred, either as being thought better in them- 
selves, or as better suited to existing condition, we leave 
the preference to be enjoyed. Our history hitherto proves, 
however, that the popular form is practicable, and that 
with wisdom and knowledge men may govern themselves ; 
and the duty incumbent on us is, to preserve the con- 
sistency of this cheering example, and take care that noth- 
ing may weaken its authority with the world. If, in our 
case, the Representative system ultimately fail, popular 
governments must be pronounced impossible. No com- 
bination of circumstances more favorable to the experi- 
ment can ever be expected to occur. The last hopes of 
mankind, therefore, rest with us; and if it should be 
proclaimed that our example had become an argument 
against the experiment, the knell of popular liberty would 
be sounded throughout the earth. 

These are excitements to duty; but they are not sug- 
gestions of doubt. Our history and our condition, all that 
is gone before us, and all that surrounds us, authorize the 
belief that popular governments, though subject to occa- 
sional variations, perhaps not always for the better, in 
form, may yet, in their general character, be as durable 
and permanent as other systems. We know, indeed, that, 
in our country, any other is impossible. The Principle 
of Free Governments adheres to the American soil. It is 
bedded in it; immovable as its mountains. 

And let the sacred obligations which have devolved on 
this generation, and on us, sink deep into our hearts. 
Those are daily dropping from among us who established 
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our liberty and our government. The great trust now 
descends to new hands. Let us apply ourselves to that 
which is presented to us, as our appropriate object. We 
can win no laurels in a war for Independence. Earlier 
and worthier hands have gathered them all. Nor are 
there places for us by the side of Solon, and Alfred,” 
and other founders of states. Our fathers have filled 
them. But there remains to us a great duty of defense and 
preservation ; and there is opened to us, also, a noble pur- 
suit, to which the spirit of the times strongly invites us. 
Our proper business is improvement. Let our age be the 
age of improvement. In a day of peace, let us advance the 
arts of peace and the works of peace. Let us develop the 
resources of our land, call forth its powers, build up its 
institutions, promote all its great interests, and see whether 
we also, in our day and generation, may not perform 
something worthy to be remembered. Let us cultivate 
a true spirit of union and harmony. In pursuing the 
great objects which our condition points out to us, let us 
act under a settled conviction and an habitual feeling that 
these twenty-four states are one country. Let our con- 
ceptions be enlarged to the circle of our duties. Let us 
extend our ideas over the whole of the vast field in which 
we are called to act. Let our object be, our couNnTRY, 
OUR WHOLE COUNTRY, AND NOTHING BUT OUR COUNTRY. 
And, by the blessing of God, may that country itself 
become a vast and splendid Monument, not of oppression 
and terror, but of Wisdom, of Peace, and of Liberty, upon 
which the world may gaze with admiration forever! 


QUESTIONS 


1. Why did Webster refer so soon to the emotion aroused by 
the occasion? 

2. What plan for the speech is announced? 

3. How far back in history did Webster go? 


* Solon (638-559 B. C.) established good government for the 
early Greeks; Alfred (849-901), for the early English. 
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4. What subsequent events did he describe? 


woe 


8. 


9. 
10. 


at. 


I2. 


24. 
25. 
26. 


Where was the purpose of the speech stated? 

What did Webster say was the purpose of erecting the 
Monument? 

Why was it appropriate for Webster to discuss his own time 
in this speech? 

agg the facts of American history repeated in the 
speech. 

What three addresses are there in the early part of the speech? 

How did Webster introduce the description of the battle? 

Of this early portion, which sections do you like best—those 
retelling the historical events, or those expressing the feel- 
ings of the speaker? 

Which details might be used as notes for Patrick Henry’s 
speech? 


. Do you think that the occasion and the audience justified the 


Latin quotations? _ 
Have you any objections to the word yeomanry as applied 
to Americans? 


. What were the results of the Battle of Bunker Hill? 
. How does the passage dealing with the results relate to the 


introduction of the address to the distinguished indi- 
vidual guest? 


. Is the discussion of knowledge general or specific? Would 


the same sentences apply almost as well today? 


. Do you consider this section as good as the rest of the 


speech? Do you think it falls below the general level? 
Explain your answer. 


. What does Webster say has been accomplished in fifty years? 
. What had occurred to the governments of Europe? 
. To what other section of the globe did Webster refer? What 


definite instances did he give? 


. In all this, what part was played by our nation? 
. According to Webster, what was proved by the fifty years of 


our history? 
What glance into the future at the end? 
What is the business of this nation, according to Webster? 
How many main topics does this speech cover? 


. Why did Webster use so much historical material? 
. What one word describes the entire speech? 
. Describe the style. Use several adjectives to express your 


meaning. 


. Cite definite passages to justify every adjective you used. 

. Why are there so many emotional passages? 

. Are they appropriate? Would they be in a speech of today? 
. Cite some possible present-day occasion when a similar ad- 


dress might be delivered. Outline such a speech. 


. What things are lost in merely reading Webster's speech? 
. Which portions are most worth memorizing? 
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FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS? 
March 4, 1861 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


FELLOW-CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES: 


In compliance with a custom as old as the Government 
itself, I appear before you to address you briefly, and to 
take in your presence the oath prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States to be taken by the President 
“ before he enters the execution of his office.” 

I do not consider it necessary at present for me to dis- 
cuss those matters of administration about which there is 
no special anxiety or excitement. 

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of 
the Southern States that by the accession of a Republican 
administration their property and their peace and per- 
sonal security are to be endangered. There has never 
been any reasonable cause for such apprehension. In- 
deed, the most ample evidence to the contrary has all the 
while existed and been open to their inspection. It is 
found in nearly all the published speeches of him who 
now addresses you. I do but quote from one of those 
speeches when I declare that “ I have no purpose, directly 
or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in 
the States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful 
right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.” Those 
who nominated and elected me did so with full knowledge 
that I had made this and many similar declarations, and 
had never recanted them. And, more than this, they placed 
in the platform for my acceptance, and as a law to them- 


* See Introduction, p. 32. 
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selves and to me, the clear and emphatic resolution which 
I now read: 

Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of the rights 
of the States, and especially the right of each State to 
order and control its own domestic institutions according 
to its own judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance 
of power on which the perfection and endurance of our 
political fabric depend, and we denounce the lawless 
invasion by armed force of the soil of any State or Terri- 
tory, no matter under what pretext, as among the greatest 
of crimes. 

I now reiterate these sentiments; and, in doing so, I 
only press upon the public attention the most conclusive 
evidence of which the case is susceptible, that the property, 
peace, and security of no section are to be in any wise 
endangered by the now incoming administration. I add, 
too, that all the protection which, consistently with the 
Constitution and the laws, can be given, will be cheerfully 
given to all the States when lawfully demanded, for what- 
ever cause—as cheerfully to one section as to another. 

There is much controversy about the delivering up 
of fugitives from service or labor.? The clause I now 
read is as plainly written in the Constitution as any other 
of its provisions: 

No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor may 
be due. 

It is scarcely questioned that this provision was in- 
tended by those who made it for the reclaiming of what 
we call fugitive slaves; and the intention of the law-giver 
is the law. All members of Congress swear their support 
to the whole Constitution—to this provision as to any 


* This refers to the administration of the Fugitive Slave Law. 
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other. To the proposition, then, that slaves whose cases 
come within the terms of this clause “ shall be delivered 
up,” their oaths are unanimous. Now, if they would 
make the effort in good temper, could they not with 
nearly equal unanimity frame and pass a law by means 
of which to keep good that unanimous oath? 

There is some difference of opinion whether this clause 
should be enforced by national or by State authority; but 
surely that difference is not a very material one. If the 
slave is to be surrendered, it can be of but little conse- 
quence to him or to others by which authority it is done. 
And should anyone in any case be content that his oath 
shall go unkept on a merely unsubstantial controversy 
as to how it shall be kept? 

Again, in any law upon this subject, ought not all the 
safeguards of liberty known in civilized and humane j juris- 
prudence to be introduced, so that a free man be not in 
any case surrendered as a slave? And might it not be 
well at the same time to provide by law for the enforce- 
ment of that clause in the Constitution which guarantees 
that “the citizen of each State shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the sev- 
eral States”? 

I take the official oath today with no mental reserva- 
tions, and with no purpose to construe the Constitution 
or laws by any hypercritical rules. And while I do not 
choose now to specify particular acts of Congress as 
proper to be enforced, I do suggest that it will be muck 
safer for all, both in official and private stations, to con- 
form to and abide by all those acts which stand unrepealed 
than to violate any of them, trusting to find impunity ir 
having them held to be unconstitutional. 

It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration 0: 
a President under our National Constitution. During tha 
period, fifteen different and greatly distinguished citizen: 
have, in succession, administered the executive branch o: 
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the government. They have conducted it through many 
perils, and generally with great success. Yet with all 
this scope of precedent, I now enter upon the same task 
for the brief constitutional term of four years under great 
and peculiar difficulty. A disruption of the Federal Union, 
heretofore only menaced, is now formidably attempted.* 

I hold that, in contemplation of universal law and of 
the Constitution, the Union of these States is perpetual. 
Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in the fundamental 
law of all national governments. It is safe to assert that 
no government proper ever had a provision in its organic 
law for its own termination. Continue to execute all the 
express provisions of our National Constitution, and the 
Union will endure forever—it being impossible to destroy 
it except by some action not provided for in the instru- 
ment itself. 

Again, if the United States be not a Government 
proper, but an association of States in the nature of con- 
tract merely, can it, as a contract, be peaceably unmade by 
less than all the parties who made it? One party to a 
contract may violate it—break it, so to speak; but does 
it not require all to lawfully rescind it? 

Descending from these general principles, we find the 
proposition that in legal contemplation the Union is per- 
petually confirmed by the history of the Union itself. The 
Union is much older than the Constitution. It was 
formed, in fact, by the Articles of Association in 1774. 
It was matured and continued by the Declaration of 
Independence in 1776. It was further matured, and the 
faith of all the then thirteen States expressly plighted and 
engaged that it should be perpetual, by the Articles of 
Confederation in 1778. And, finally, one of the declared 
objects for ordaining and establishing the Constitution 
was “to form a more perfect Union.” 

But if the destruction of the Union by one or by part 


* Washington refers to such attempts in his Farewell Address. 
99 


Great American Speeches 


of the States be lawfully possible, the Union is less perfect 
than before the Constitution, having lost the vital element 
of perpetuity. 

It follows from these views that no State upon its own 
mere notion can lawfully get out of the Union; and re- 
solves and ordinances to that eftect are legally void; and 
that acts of violence, within any State or States, against 
the authority of the United States, are insurrectionary or 
revolutionary, according to circumstances.‘ 

I therefore consider that, in view of the Constitution 
and the laws, the Union is unbroken; and to the extent 
of my ability I shall take care, as the Constitution itself 
expressly enjoins upon me, that the laws of the Union 
be faithfully executed in all the States. Doing this 
I deem to be only a simple duty on my part; and I shall 
perform it so far as practicable, unless my rightful mas- 
ters, the American people, shall withhold the requisite 
means, or in some authoritative manner direct the con- 
trary. I trust this will not be regarded as a menace, but 
only as the declared purpose of the Union that it will 
constitutionally defend and maintain itself. 

In doing this there need be no bloodshed or violence; 
and there shall be none, unless it be forced upon the 
national authority. The power confided to me will be used 
to hold, to occupy, and possess the property and places 
belonging to the Government,® and to collect the duties 
and imposts ; but beyond what may be necessary for these 
objects, there will be no invasion, no using of force against 
or among the people anywhere. Where hostility to the 
United States, in any interior locality, shall be so great 
and universal as to prevent competent resident citizens 


from holding the Federal offices, there will be no attempt 


“Notice how clear and convincing this reasoning is. 

* South Carolina had given notice of secession on December 
20, 1860, and was now besieging the Union forces in Fort Sumter, 
near Charleston, 
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to force obnoxious strangers among the people for that 
object. While the strict legal right may exist in the Gov- 
ernment to enforce the exercise of these offices the 
attempt to do so would be so irritating, and so nearly 
impracticable, withal, that I deem it better to forego 
for the time such use of these offices. 

The mails, unless repelled, will continue to be fur- 
nished in all parts of the Union. So far as possible, the 
people everywhere shall have that sense of perfect security 
which is most favorable to calm thought and reflection. 
The course here indicated will be followed unless current 
events and experience shall show a modification or change 
to be proper, and in every case and exigency my best 
discretion will be exercised according to circumstances 
actually existing,® and with a view and a hope of peaceful 
solution of the national troubles and the restoration of 
fraternal sympathies and affections. 

That there are persons in one section or another who 
seek to destroy the Union at all events, and are glad of any 
pretext to do it, I will neither affirm nor deny ; but, if there 
be such, I need address no word to them. To those, 
however, who really love the Union may I not speak? 

Before entering upon so grave a matter as the destruc- 
tion of our national fabric, with all its benefits, its memo- 
ries, and its hopes, would it not be wise to ascertain 
precisely why we doit? Will you hazard so desperate a 
step while there is any possibility that any portion of the 
ills you fly from have no real existence? Will you, while 
the certain ills you fly to are greater than all the real ones 
you fly from *—will you risk the commission of so fearful 
a mistake? 


® Notice the practical good sense, rather than mere theories. 
™This is an echo of a line from one of the greatest plays by 
Shakespeare, whose works Lincoln knew intimately. See Hamlet, 
Act III, Scene 1. J 
But that the dread of something after death 
* * 


—makes us rather bear those ills we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of. 
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All profess to be content in the Union if all consti- 
tutional rights can be maintained. Is it true, then, that 
any right, plainly written in the Constitution, has been 
denied? I think not. Happily the human mind is so 
constituted that no party can reach to the audacity of 
doing this. Think, if you can, of a single instance in 
which a plainly written provision of the Constitution has 
ever been denied. If, by the mere force of numbers, a 
majority should deprive a minority of any clearly written 
constitutional right, it might, in a moral point of view, 
justify revolution—certainly would if such a right were 
a vital one. But such isnot our case. All the vital rights 
of minorities and of individuals are so plainly assured 
to them by affirmations and negations, guarantees and 
prohibitions, in the Constitution, that controversies never 
arise concerning them. But no organic law can ever be 
framed with a provision specifically applicable to every 
question which may occur in practical administration. No 
foresight can anticipate, nor any document of reasonable 
length contain, express provisions for all possible ques- 
tions. Shall fugitives from labor be surrendered by 
national or by State authority? The Constitution does 
not expressly say. May Congress prohibit slavery in the 
Territories? * The Constitution does not expressly say. 
Must Congress protect slavery in the Territories? The 
Constitution does not expressly say. 

From questions of this class spring all our constitu- 
tional controversies, and we divide upon them into majori- 
ties and minorities. If the minority will not acquiesce, the 
majority must, or the government must cease. There is 


“One of the first problems of the slavery question was its 
spread to territories. It was plain that there would be naturally 
more free territories than slave. This would result in more free 
States.. Then, perhaps, slavery would be legislated out of the 
United States. Lincoln had spoken about this before. You 
should read his Speech at Cooper Union, New York, 1860, 
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no other alternative, for continuing the government is 
acquiescence on one side or the other. 

If a minority in such case will secede rather than 
acquiesce, they make a precedent which in turn will 
divide and ruin them; for a minority of their own will 
secede from them whenever a majority refuses to be con- 
trolled by such a minority. For instance, why may not 
any portion of a new confederacy a year or two hence arbi- 
trarily secede again, precisely as portions of the present 
Union now claim to secede from it? All who cherish 
disunion sentiments are now being educated to the exact 
temper of doing this. 

Is there such perfect identity of interests among the 
States to compose a new Union. as to produce harmony 
only, and prevent renewed secession? 

Plainly, the central idea of secession is the essence 
of anarchy. A majority held in restraint by constitutional 
checks and limitations, and always changing easily with 
deliberate changes of popular opinions and sentiments, is 
the only true sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects 
it does, of necessity, fly to anarchy or to despotism. 
Unanimity is impossible; the rule of a minority, as a per- 
manent arrangement, is wholly inadmissible; so that, 
rejecting the majority principle, anarchy or despotism in 
some form is all that is left. 

I do not forget the position assumed by some, that 
constitutional questions are to be decided by the Supreme 
Court; nor do I deny that such decisions must be binding, 
in any case, upon the parties to a suit, as to the object of 
that suit, while they are also entitled to very high respect 
and consideration in all parallel cases by all other depart- 
ments of the government. And while it is obviously 
possible that such decision may be erroneous in any given 
case, still the evil effect following it, being limited to that 
particular case, with the chance that it may be over- 
ruled and never become a precedent for other cases, can 
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better be borne than could the evils of a different practice. 
At the same time, the candid citizen must confess that 
if the policy of the Government, upon vital questions 
affecting the whole people, is to be irrevocably fixed by 
decisions of the Supreme Court, the instant they are 
made, in ordinary litigation between parties in personal 
actions, the people will have ceased to be their own rulers, 
having to that extent practically resigned their Govern- 
ment into the hands of that eminent tribunal. Nor is 
there in this view any assault upon the court or the judges. 
It is a duty from which they may not shrink, to decide 
cases properly brought before them, and it is no fault 
of theirs if others seek to turn their decisions to politi- 
cal purposes. 

One section of our country believes slavery is right, 
and ought to be extended, while the others believe it is 
wrong, and ought not to be extended. This is the only 
substantial dispute. The fugitive-slave clause of the 
Constitution, and the law of the suppression of the foreign 
slave-trade, are each as well enforced, perhaps, as any law 
can ever be in a community where the moral sense of the 
people imperfectly supports the law itself. The great 
body of the people abide by the dry legal obligation in 
both cases and a few break over in each. This, I think, 
cannot be perfectly cured; and it would be worse in both 
cases, after the separation of the sections than before. 
The foreign slave-trade, now imperfectly suppressed, 
would be ultimately revived, without restriction, in one 
section, while fugitive slaves, now only partially surren- 
dered, would not be surrendered at all by the other. 

Physically speaking, we cannot separate. We cannot 
remove our respective sections from each other, nor build 
an impassable wall between them. A husband and wife 
may be divorced, and go out of the presence and beyond 
the reach of each other; but the different parts of our 
country cannot do this. They cannot but remain face to 
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face, and intercourse, either amicable or hostile, must 
continue between them. Is it possible then to make that 
imtercourse more advantageous or more satisfactory after 
separation than before? Can aliens make treaties easier 
than friends can make laws? Can treaties be more faith- 
fully enforced between aliens than laws can among 
friends? Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; 
and when, after much loss on both sides, and no gain 
on either, you cease fighting, the identical old questions 
of intercourse are again upon you. 

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people 
who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the 
existing Government, they can exercise their constitutional 
right of amending it, or their revolutionary right to dis- 
member or overthrow it. I cannot be ignorant of the 
fact that many worthy and patriotic citizens are desirous 
of having the National Constitution amended. While I 
make no recommendation of amendments, I fully recog- 
nize the rightful authority of the people over the whole 
subject, to be exercised in either of the modes prescribed 
in the instrument itself;® and I should, under existing 
‘circumstances, favor rather than oppose, a fair opportu- 
‘nity being afforded the people to act upon it. I will ven- 
ture to add that to me the convention mode seemis prefer- 
able, in that it allows amendments to originate with the 
people themselves, instead of only permitting them to take 
or reject propositions originated by others not specially 
chosen for the purpose, and which might not be precisely 
such as they would wish to either accept or refuse. I 
understand a proposed amendment to the Constitution— 
which amendment, however, I have not seen—has passed 
Congress, to the effect that the Federal Government shall 
never interfere with the domestic institutions of the States, 


®*Amendments must be adopted by the legislatures of three- 
fourths of the States, or by special conventions in three-fourths 
of them. 
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including that of persons held to service.° To avoid 
misconstruction of what I have said, I depart from my 
purpose not to speak of particular amendments so far as 
to say that, holding such a provision to now be implied con- 
stitutional law, I have no objection to its being made 
express and irrevocable. 

The chief magistrate derives all his authority from the 
people, and they have conferred none upon him to fix terms 
for the separation of the States. The people themselves 
can do this also if they choose; but the executive, as such, 
has nothing to do with it. His duty is to administer the 
present Government, as it came to his hands, and to trans- 
mit it, unimpaired by him, to his successor. 

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the 
ultimate justice of the people? Is there any better or 
equal hope in the world? In our present differences is 
either party without faith of being in the right? If the 
Almighty Ruler of Nations, with His eternal truth and 
justice, be on your side of the North, or on yours of the 
South, that truth and that justice will surely prevail by 
the judgment of this great tribunal of the American people. 

By the frame of the Government under which we live, 
this same people have wisely given their public servants 
but little power for mischief ; and have, with equal wisdom, 
provided for the return of that little to their own hands 
at very short intervals. While the people retain their 
virtue and vigilance, no administration, by any extreme of 
wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the Govern- 
ment in the short space of four years. 

My countrymen, one and all, think calmly and well 
upon this whole subject. Nothing valuable can be lost by 
taking time. If there be an object to hurry any one of 
you m hot haste to a step which you would never take 
deliberately, that object will be frustrated by taking 
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time ; but no good object can be frustrated by it. Such of 
you as are now dissatisfied, still have the old Constitution 
unimpaired, and, on the sensitive point, the laws of your 
own framing under it; while the new administration will 
have no immediate power, if it would, to change either. 
If it were admitted that you who are dissatisfied hold the 
right side in dispute, there still is no good reason for 
precipitate action. Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, 
and a firm reliance on Him who has never yet forsaken 
this favored land, are still competent to adjust in the best 
way all our present difficulties. 

In your hands, my dissatisfied countrymen, and not in 
mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The Govern- 
ment will not assail you. You can have no conflict with- 
out being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath 
registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I 
shall have the most solemn one to “ preserve, protect, and 
defend ” it. 

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. 
We must not be enemies. Though passion may have 
strained it must not break our bonds of affection. The 
mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield 
and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone 
all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the 
Union when again touched, as surely they will be, by the 
better angels of our nature. 


QUESTIONS 


How did Lincoln restrict at the outset his material? 

What did Lincoln declare was his attitude towards the 
slavery problem? 

Why did he quote and state facts so accurately? 

Did he bind any one except himself? 

What was his statement of the principle of the Union? 

What deduction did he make from the contract idea? 

Is the argument for the perpetual Union sound? 

What did Lincoln say he intended to do? 

Did he threaten war? 


nut 


© OY ANA w& 


107 


10, 


Great American Speeches 


How did he carry the theory of secession to its logical con- 
clusion? Is this method called reductio ad absurdum, re- 
duction to absurdity? 


. What does anarchy mean? , 
. What was the real cause of the dispute, according to Lincoln? 
. Inability of physical separation of the two sections was com- 


pared to what everyday occurrence? 


. What did Lincoln say was his only duty? 

. Why did he caution deliberation and delay? 
. To make war who would have to begin? 

. What feelings did he try to touch? 

. What is the style of this speech? 

. Describe its sentences. 

. Its references and allusions are to what? 


What homely illustrations did Lincoln use? 
Do they lower the tone? 


. Do they improve the speech? : : 
. Is the speech better because of its style, its thoughts, its 


feelings? 


. After such statements, why did secession and civil war follow? 
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GETTYSBURG ADDRESS! 
November 19, 1863 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


FourscorE and seven years ago our fathers brought 
forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, 
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing 
whether that nation, or any nation, so conceived and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle- 
field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion 
of that field as a final resting-place for those who here 
gave their lives that that nation might live. It is alto- 
gether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate—we cannot 
consecrate—we cannot hallow—this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated 
it far above our poor power to add or detract. The world 
will little note nor long remember what we say here, but 
it can never forget what they did here. It is for us, the 
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work 
which they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining before us—that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which 
they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here 
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain ; 
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of 


1 See Introduction, pp. 12, 14, 29. 
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freedom; and that government of the people, by the peo- 
ple, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.’ 


Po eds 
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QUESTIONS 


. What was the occasion of this speech? 
. Tell all you know of the circumstances. 


Count to see how frequently the idea of dedication is intro- 
duced, either by that word or by some other term. 

What two parts or topics has the speech? 

Was Lincoln’s prediction of the world’s notice of what 
was done there that day true? 

How much refers to the past, present, future? 

Comment on the style. 


. What is the chief element of the greatness of the speech? 


Memorize it. 


* Today, in delivering this speech, the emphasis is always 


placed on the three prepositions, of, by, for. It is reported that 
Lincoln himself put increasing stress upon the word people each 
time he repeated it. 
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS? 
March 4, 1865 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN : 

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presi- 
dential office, there is less occasion for an extended ad- 
dress than there was at the first. Then a statement, some- 
what in detail, of a course to be pursued, seemed fitting 
and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during 
which public declarations have been constantly called 
forth on every point and phase of the great contest which 
still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies of the 
nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress 
of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well 
known to the public as to myself ; and it is, I trust, reason- 
ably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope 
for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured. 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, 
all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending 
civil war. All dreaded it—all sought to avert it. While 
the inaugural address was being delivered from this place, 
devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insur- 
gent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without 
war—seeking to dissolve the Union, and divide effects, by 
negotiation. Both parties deprecated war; but one of 
them would make war rather than let the nation survive; 
and the other would rather accept war than let it perish. 
And the war came. 


— 


1See Introduction, p. 32. 
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One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, 
not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in 
the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a pecu- 
liar and powerful interest. All knew that this interest 
was, somehow, the cause of the war. To strengthen, per- 
petuate and extend this interest was the object for which 
the insurgents would rend the Union, even by war; while 
the government claimed no right to do more than restrict 
the territorial enlargement of it. 

Neither party expected for the war the magnitude nor 
the duration which it has already attained. Neither 
anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with, 
or even before, the conflict itself should cease.2 Each 
looked for an easier triumph, and:a result less funda- 
mental and astounding. Both read the same Bible, and 
pray to the same God; and each invokes His aid against 
the other. It may seem strange that any men should 
dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread 
from the sweat of other men’s faces; but let us judge not, 
that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be 
answered—that of neither has been answered fully. 

The Almighty has His own purposes. “ Woe unto the 
world because of offenses! For it must needs be that 
offenses come; but woe to that man by whom the offense 
cometh.” * If we shall suppose that American slavery is 
one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, 
must needs come, but which, having continued through 
His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He 
gives to both North and South this terrible war, as the 
woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we 
discern therein any departure from those divine attributes 
which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? 
Fondly do we hope—fervently do we pray—that this 


* Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, issued September 22, 
1862, declared all slaves free_on January 1, 1863. 
% Matthew xviii, 7. 
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mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if 
God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by 
the bondman’s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited 
toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn 
with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the 
sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must 
be said, “ The judgments of the Lord are true and right- 
eous altogether.” * 

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with 
firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let 
us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the 
nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne 
the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all 
which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace 
among ourselves, and with all nations. 


QUESTIONS 


1. What is the material of the introduction? 

2. Does the speech deal mainly with the past or future? Why? 

3. Why did Lincoln speak of the progress of our arms as satis- 
factory and encouraging? 

4. How had the cause of the conflict ceased before the war 
itself? 

5. Why did Lincoln suggest the kind of action to secure a 
lasting peace? 

6. Are there any argumentative portions? ; 

7. What great book is reflected in the style? Can you cite 
definite passages? 

8. All the illustrations, references, allusions reflect what source? 

g. Is feeling or reason predominant? ? 

10. Why is the conclusion universally considered so great? 


* Psalms xix, 9. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS? 
March 4, 1905 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT 


No people on earth have more cause to be thankful 
than ours, and this is said reverently, in no spirit of boast- 
fulness in our own strength, but with gratitude to the 
Giver of Good, who has blessed us with the conditions 
which have enabled us to achieve so large a measure of 
well-being and of happiness. To us as a people it has 
been granted to lay the foundations of our national life 
in a new continent. We are the heirs of the ages, and 
yet we have had to pay few of the penalties which in old 
countries are exacted by the dead hand of a bygone civi- 
lization. We have not been obliged to fight for our 
existence against any alien race; and yet our life has called 
for the vigor and effort without which the manlier and 
hardier virtues wither away. Under such conditions it 
would be our own fault if we failed; and the success 
which we have had in the past, the success which we 
confidently believe the future will bring, should cause in us 
no feeling of vainglory, but rather a deep and abiding 
realization of all which life has offered us; a full acknowl- 
edgment of the responsibility which is ours; and a fixec 
determination to show that under a free government < 
mighty people can thrive best, alike as regards the thing: 
of the body'and the things of the soul. 

Much has been given to us, and much will rightfully 
be expected from us. We have duties to others and dutie: 
to ourselves; and we can shirk neither. We have becom 


*See Introduction, p. 34. 
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a great nation, forced by the fact of its greatness into rela- 
tions with the other nations of the earth; and we must 
behave as beseems a people with such responsibilities. 
Toward all other nations, large and small, our attitude 
must be one of cordial and sincere friendship. We must 
show not only in our words but in our deeds that we 
are earnestly desirous of securing their good-will by act- 
ing toward them in a spirit of just and generous recog- 
nition of all their rights. But justice and generosity in a 
nation, as in an individual, count most when shown not 
by the weak but by the strong. While ever careful to 
refrain from wronging others, we must be no less insistent 
that we are not wronged ourselves. We wish peace; but 
we wish the peace of justice, the peace of righteousness. 
We wish it because we think it is right and not because 
we are airaid. No weak nation that acts manfully and 
justly should ever have cause to fear us, and no strong 
power should ever be able to single us out as a subject 
for insolent aggression. 

Our relations with the other Powers of the world are 
important; but still more important are our relations 
among ourselves. Such growth in wealth, in population, 
and in power as this nation has seen during the century 
and a quarter of its national life is inevitably accompanied 
by a like growth in the problems which are ever before 
every nation that rises to greatness. Power invariably 
means both responsibility and danger. Our forefathers 
faced certain perils which we have outgrown. We now 
face other perils, the very existence of which it was im- 
possible that they should foresee. Modern life is both 
complex and intense, and the tremendous changes wrought 
by the extraordinary industrial development of the last 
half century are felt in every fiber of our social and 
political being. Never before have men tried so vast and 
formidable an experiment as that of administering the 
affairs of a continent under the form of a democratic 
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republic. The conditions which have told for our mar- 
vellous material well-being, which have developed to a 
very high degree our energy, self-reliance, and individual 
initiative, have also brought the care and anxiety insepa- 
rable from the accumulation of great wealth in industrial 
centres. Upon the success of our experiment much de- 
pends; not only as regards our own welfare, but as regards 
the welfare of mankind. If we fail, the cause of free self- 
government throughout the world will rock to its foun- 
dations ; and therefore our responsibility is heavy, to our- 
selves, to the world as it is today, and to the generations 
yet unborn. There is no good reason why we should fear 
the future, but there is every reason why we should face 
it seriously, neither hiding from ourselves the gravity of 
the problems before us nor fearing to approach these 
problems with the unbending, unflinching purpose to solve 
them aright. 

Yet, after all, though the problems are new, though 
the tasks set before us differ from the tasks set before 
our fathers who founded and preserved this Republic, 
the spirit in which these tasks must be undertaken and 
these problems faced, if our duty is to be well done, re- 
mains essentially unchanged. We know that self-govern- 
ment is difficult. We know that no people needs such high 
traits of character as that people which seeks to govern 
its affairs aright through the freely expressed will of the 
freemen who compose it. But we have faith that we 
shall not prove false to the memories of the men of the 
mighty past. They did their work, they left us the splen- 
did heritage we now enjoy. We in our turn have an 
assured confidence that we shall be able to leave this 
heritage unwasted and enlarged to our children and out 
children’s children. To do so we must show, not merely} 
in great crises, but in the everyday affairs of life, the 
qualities of practical intelligence, of courage, of hardi. 
hood and endurance, and above all the power of devotio1 
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to a lofty ideal which made great the men who founded 
this Republic in the days of Washington, which made 
great the men who preserved this Republic in the days of 
Abraham Lincoln. 


QUESTIONS 


1. The first sentence reflects part of what earlier speech in this 
collection? 

What is meant by “the heirs of the ages ”? 

Are our foreign relations or our domestic relations the more 
important? 

Illustrate: “ Modern life is both complex and intense.” 

What definite methods of dealing with future problems are 
stated ? 

What three things have produced the problems facing the 
people? 

What qualities are listed as being necessary for real 
Americans ? 

What is the purpose of this speech? 

Suggest a good title for this speech. : 

Are there any special qualities of style you can describe? 
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IX 
MAKERS OF THE FLAG? 


June 14, 1914 
By FRANKLIN K. LANE 


THIS morning, as I passed into the Land Office, The 
Flag dropped me a most cordial salutation, and from its 
rippling folds I heard it say: ‘Good morning, Mr. 
Flag Maker.” 

“TI beg your pardon, Old Glory,” I said, “are n’t you 
mistaken? I am not the President of the United States, 
nor a member of Congress, nor even a general in the army. 
I am only a Government clerk.” 

“T greet you again, Mr. Flag Maker,” replied the 
gay voice. “I know you well. You are the man who 
worked in the swelter of yesterday straightening out the 
tangle of that farmer’s homestead in Idaho, or perhaps 
you found the mistake in that Indian contract in Okla- 
homa, or helped to clear that patent for the hopeful in- 
ventor in New York, or pushed the opening of that new 
ditch in Colorado, or made that mine in Illinois more 
safe, or brought relief to the old soldier in Wyoming. 
No matter; whichever one of these beneficent indi- 
viduals you may happen to be, I give you greeting, Mr. 
Flag Maker.” 

I was about to pass on, when The Flag stopped me 
with these words: 

“Yesterday the President spoke a word that made 
happier the future of ten million peons? in Mexico; but 
that act looms no larger on the flag than the struggle 
which the boy in Georgia is making to win the Corn Club 
prize this summer. 

*See Introduction, p. 34. 


* Peon: day-laborer. In Mexico, a species of serf, compelled 
to work for his creditor until his debts are paid. 
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“Yesterday the Congress spoke a word which will 
open the door of Alaska ; but a mother in Michigan worked 
from sunrise until far into the night to give her boy an 
education. She, too, is making the flag. 

“Yesterday we made a new law to prevent financial 
panics, and yesterday, maybe, a school teacher in Ohio 
taught his first letters to a boy who will one day write a 
song that will give cheer to the millions of our race. We 
are all making the flag.” 

“But,” I said impatiently, “these people were only 
working.” 

Then came a great shout from The Flag: 

“ The work that we do is the making of the flag. 

“T am not the flag; not at all. I am but its shadow. 

“T am whatever you make me; nothing more. 

“T am your belief in yourself, your dream of what 
a People may become. 

“T live a changing life, a life of moods and passions, 
of heartbreaks and tired muscles. 

“Sometimes I am strong with pride, when men do an 
honest work, fitting the rails together truly. 

“‘ Sometimes I droop, for then purpose has gone from 
me, and cynically I play the coward. 

“ Sometimes I am loud, garish, and full of that ego that 
blasts judgment. 

“ But always I am all that you hope to be, and have 
the courage to try for. 

“T am song and fear, struggle and panic, and enno- 
bling hope. 

“Tam the day’s work of the weakest man, and the 
largest dream of the most daring. 

““T am the Constitution and the courts, statutes and 
the statute makers, soldier and dreadnaught, drayman 
and street sweep, cook, counsellor, and clerk. 

“T am the battle of yesterday, and the mistake 
of tomorrow. 
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“TJ am the mystery of the men who do without know- 
ing why. 

“Tam the clutch of an idea, and the reasoned purpose 
of resolution. 

“Tam no more than what you believe me to be and I 
am all that you believe I can be. 

“ T am what you make me, nothing more. 

“T swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, 
a symbol of yourself, the pictured suggestion of that big 
thing which makes this nation. My stars and my stripes 
are your dream and your labors. They are bright with 
cheer, brilliant with courage, firm with faith, because you 
have made them so out of your hearts. For you are the 
makers of the flag and it is well that you glory in 
the making.” 


QUESTIONS 


1. Why is this form good for such a speech? 

2. Why could this be called dramatic? 

3. Is the material general or specific? Too dignified or too 
homely? Uninteresting or effective? 

4. How soon did you guess the meaning of the speech? 

5. In the third paragraph are the details well chosen? 

6. Show how contrast is used. 

7. Quote one sentence which shows the theme of the entire 
speech. 

8. How are the personal appeal and application introduced and 
enforced? 


9. Describe the style. 

10. What kinds of words are used? 

11. Is there any feeling in this speech? 

12. What things are taught by the speech? 

13. Is this speech worth memorizing? Why? 
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ADDRESS TO AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF LABOR? 


Convention, Buffalo, November 12, 1917 


By Wooprow WILson 


I ESTEEM it a great privilege and a real honor to be 
thus admitted to your public counsels. When your execu- 
tive committee paid me the compliment of inviting me here, 
I gladly accepted the invitation because it seems to me 
that this, above all other times in our history, is the time 
for common counsel, for the drawing together not only of 
the energies but of the minds of the nation. I thought 
that this was a welcome opportunity for disclosing to 
you some of the thoughts that have been gathering in my 
mind during the last momentous months. 

I am introduced to you as the President of the United 
States, and yet I would be pleased if you would put the 
thought of office into the background and regard me as 
one of your fellow-citizens who has come here to speak, 
not the words of authority, but the words of counsel; 
the words which men should speak to one another who 
wish to be frank in a moment more critical perhaps than 
the history of the world has ever yet known; a moment 
when it is every man’s duty to forget himself, to forget 
his own interests, to fill himself with the nobility of a 
great national and world conception, and act upon a new 
platform elevated above the ordinary affairs of life and 
lifted to where men have views of the long destiny of 
mankind.? I think that, in order to realize just what this 


+See Introduction, p. 35. 
? Note this appeal to the workingman for loyal support. 
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moment of counsel is, it is very desirable that we should 
remind ourselves just how this war came about and just 
what it is for. You can explain most wars very simply, 
but the explanation of this is not so simple. Its roots 
run deep into all the obscure soils of history, and in my 
view this is the last decisive issue between the old prin- 
ciples of power and the new principles of freedom. 

The war was started by Germany. Her authorities 
deny that they started it, but I am willing to let the state- 
ment I have just made await the verdict of history 
And the thing that needs to be explained is why Germany 
started the war. Remember what the position of Germany 
in the world was—as enviable a position as any natior 
has ever occupied. The whole world stood at admiratior 
of her wonderful intellectual and material achievements 
All the intellectual men of the world went to school te 
her. As a university man, I have been surrounded by 
men trained in Germany, men who had resorted tc 
Germany because nowhere else could they get such thor- 
ough and searching training, particularly in the principles 
of science and the principles that underlie modern mate: 
rial achievement. Her men of science had made her in 
dustries perhaps the most competent industries of the 
world, and the label “ Made in Germany ” was a guaran 
tee of good workmanship and of sound material. She hac 
access to all the markets of the world, and every other wh« 
traded in those markets feared Germany because of he: 
effective and almost irresistible competition. She hat 
a “place in the sun.” ® 

Why was she not satisfied? What more did she want 
There was nothing in the world of peace that she did no 
already have and have in abundance. We boast of th 
extraordinary pace of American advancement. We shoy 


" *In 1901 the Kaiser remarked that Germany was fighting fo 
a place in the sun.” This phrase became the rallying cry fc 
German expansion of all kinds. 
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with pride the statistics of the increase of our industries 
and the population of our cities. Well, those statistics 
did not match the recent statistics of Germany. Her old 
cities took on youth, grew faster than any American cities 
ever grew. Her old industries opened their eyes and 
saw a new world and went out for its conquest. And yet 
the authorities of Germany were not satisfied. You have 
one part of the answer to the question why she was not 
Satisfied in her methods of competition. There is no 
important industry in Germany upon which the Govern- 
ment has not laid its hands, to direct it and, when necessity 
arose, control it; and you have only to ask any man whom 
you meet who is familiar with the conditions that pre- 
vailed before the war in the matter of national competition 
to find out the methods of competition which the German 
manufacturers and exporters used under the patronage 
and support of the Government of Germany. You will 
find that they were the same sorts of competition that we 
have tried to prevent by law within our own borders. 
lf they could not sell their goods cheaper than we could 
sell ours at a profit to themselves, they could get a sub- 
sidy from the Government, which made it possible to 
sell them cheaper anyhow, and the conditions of compe- 
tition were thus controlled in large measure by the 
German Government itself. 

But that did not satisfy the German Government. 
All the while there was lying behind its thought in its 
dreams of the future a political control which would 
enable it in the long run to dominate the labor and the 
industry of the world. They were not content with success 
by superior achievement; they wanted success by author- 
ity. I suppose very few of you have thought much about 
the Berlin-to-Bagdad Railway.* The Berlin-to-Bagdad 
Railway was constructed in order to run the threat of 

* Recall how President Roosevelt referred to this same thing. 

* Bagdad is in Mesopotamia, northwest of the Persian Gulf. 
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force down the flank of the industrial undertakings of 
half a dozen other countries; so that when German com- 
petition came in, it would not be resisted too far, because 
there was always the possibility of getting German armies 
into the heart of that country quicker than any other 
armies could be got there. 

Look at the map of Europe now! Germany is thrust- 
ing upon us again and again the discussion of peace. 
And she talks about what? Talks about Belgium; talks 
about northern France; talks about Alsace-Lorraine.® 
Well, those are deeply interesting subjects to us and to 
them, but they are not talking about the heart of the 
matter. Take the map and look at it. Germany has 
absolute control of Austria-Hungary, practical control of 
the Balkan States, control of Turkey, control of Asia 
Minor. I saw a map in which the whole thing was printed 
in appropriate black the other day, and the black stretched 
all the way from Hamburg to Bagdad—the bulk of Ger- 
man power inserted into the heart of the world. If she 
can keep that, she has kept all that her dreams contem- 
plated when the war began. If she can keep that, her 
power can disturb the world as long as she keeps it, 
always provided, for I feel bound to put this proviso 
in, always provided the present influences that control the 
German Government continue to control it. I believe that 
the spirit of freedom can get into the hearts of Germans 
and find as fine a welcome there as it can find in any other 
hearts, but the spirit of freedom does not suit the plans of 
the Pan-Germans.’ Power cannot be used with concen- 
trated force against free peoples if it is used by free people. 

You know how many intimations come to us from 


* Alsace-Lorraine was wrongfully taken from France after 
the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. What did the Great War of 
1914 do for this section? 

"The Pan-German League was founded in 1890. It tried to 
bring all Germanic peoples under one flag. Pan-German sentiment 
stirred up the Great War. 


124 


Woodrow Wilson 


one of the Central Powers ® that it is more anxious for 
peace than the chief Central Power, and you know that 
it means that the people of that Central Power know that, 
if the war ends as it stands, they will in effect themselves 
be vassals of Germany, notwithstanding that their popu- 
lations are compounded of all the peoples of that part 
of the world, and notwithstanding the fact that they do 
not wish in their pride and proper spirit of nationality 
to be so absorbed and dominated. Germany is determined 
that the political power of the world shall belong to her. 
There have been such ambitions before. They have been 
in part realized, but never before have those ambitions 
been based upon so exact and precise and scientific a plan 
of domination. 

May I not say that it is amazing to me that any group 
of persons should be so ill-informed as to suppose, as 
some groups in Russia apparently suppose, that any re- 
forms planned in the interest of the people can live in the 
presence of a Germany powerful enough to undermine 
or overthrow them by intrigue or force? Any body of 
free men that compounds with the present German Gov- 
ernment is compounding for its own destruction. But 
that is not the whole of the story. Any man in America, 
or anywhere else, who supposes that the free industry and 
enterprise of the world can continue if the Pan-German 
plan is achieved and German power fastened upon the 
world, is as fatuous as the dreamers in Russia. What 
I am opposed to is not the feeling of the pacifists, but 
their stupidity. My heart is with them, but my mind has 
a contempt for them. I want peace, but I know how to 
get it, and they do not. 

You will notice that I sent a friend of mine, Colonel 
House, to Europe, who is as great a lover of peace as 
any man in the world, but I did not send him on a peace 
mission. I sent him to take part in a conference as to how 
a ee 


® Austria-Hungary. 
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the war was to be won. And he knows, as I know, 
that this is the way to get peace if you want it for more 
than a few minutes. 

All of this is a preface to the conference that I have 
referred to with regard to what we are going to do. 
If we are true friends of freedom—our own or anybody 
else’s—we will see that the power of this country, the 
productivity of this country, is raised to its absolute 
maximum, and that absolutely nobody is allowed to stand 
in the way of it. When I say that nobody is allowed to 
stand in the way, I do not mean that they shall be prevented 
by the power of the Government, but by the power of the 
American spirit. Our duty, if we are to do this great 
thing and show America to be what we believe her to be— 
the greatest hope and energy of the world—is to stand 
together night and day until the job is finished. 

While we are fighting for freedom we must see, 
among other things, that labor is free; and that means a 
number of interesting things. It means not only that we 
must do what we have declared our purpose to do, see 
that the conditions of labor are not rendered more onerous 
by the war, but also that we shall see to it that the instru- 
mentalities by which the conditions of labor are improved 
are not blocked or checked. That we must do. That 
has been the matter about which I have taken pleasure 
in conferring from time to time with your president, 
Mr. Gompers;*® and if I may be permitted to do so, I 
want to express my admiration of his patriotic courage, 
his large vision, and his statesmanlike sense of what has 
to be done. I like to lay my mind alongside of a mind that 
knows how to pull in harness. The horses that kick over 
the traces will have to be put in corral. 


Now, to stand together means that nobody must inter- 


*Samuel Gompers helped found the American Federation 
of Labor, and has been, with the exception of one year, its presi- 
dent since 1882. 
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tupt the processes of our energy, if the interruption can 
possibly be avoided without the absolute invasion of free- 
dom. To put it concretely, that means this: Nobody has 
a right to stop the processes of labor until all the methods 
of conciliation and settlement have been exhausted. And 
I might as well say right here that I am not talking to 
you alone. You sometimes stop the courses of labor, 
but there are others who do the same, and I believe I am 
speaking from my own experience not only, but from 
the experience of others, when I say that you are reason- 
able in a larger number of cases than the capitalists. I am 
not saying these things to them personally yet, because 
I have not had a chance; but they have to be said, not in 
any spirit of criticism, but in order to clear the atmosphere 
and come down to business. Everybody on both sides has 
now got to transact business, and a settlement is never 
impossible when both sides want to do the square and 
right thing. 

Moreover, a settlement is hard to avoid when the par- 
ties can be brought face to face. I can differ from a 
man much more radically when he is not in the room than 
I can when he is in the room, because then the awkward 
thing is, he can come back at me and answer what I say. 
It is always dangerous for a man to have the floor 
entirely to himself. Therefore we must insist in every 
instance that the parties come into each other’s presence 
and there discuss the issues between them and not sepa- 
rately in places which have no communication with each 
other. I always like to remind myself of a delightful 
saying of an Englishman of the past generation, Charles 
Lamb.’° He stuttered a bit, and once when he was with 
a group of friends he spoke very harshly of some man 
who was not present. One of the friends said, “ Why, 
Charles, I didn’t know that you knew So-and-so.” 


*® Charles Lamb (1775-1834) wrote some of the most delight- 
ful essays in English literature under the title, Essays of Elia. 
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“O-o-oh,” he said, “I-I d-d-don’t; I-I can’t h-h-hate a 
m-m-man I-I know.” There is a great deal of human 
nature, of very pleasing human nature, in the saying. 
It is hard to hate a man you know. I may admit, paren- 
thetically, that there are some politicians whose methods 
I do not at all believe in, but they are jolly good fellows, 
and if they only would not talk the wrong kind of politics 
with me, I should love to be with them. 

So it is all along the line, in serious matters and things 
less serious. We are all of the same clay and spirit and 
we can get together if we desire to get together. There- 
fore, my counsel to you is this: Let us show ourselves 
Americans by showing that we do not want to go off in 
separate camps or groups by ourselves, but that we want 
to cooperate with all other classes and all other groups 
in the common enterprise which is to release the spirits 
of the world from bondage. I would be willing to set 
that up as the final test of an American. That is the 
meaning of democracy. I have been very much dis- 
tressed, my fellow-citizens, by some of the things that have 
happened recently. The mob spirit is displaying itself 
here and there in this country. I have no sympathy with 
what some men are saying, but I have no sympathy with 
the men who take their punishment into their own hands; 
and I want to say to every man who does join such a 
mob that I do not recognize him as worthy of the free 
institutions of the United States. There are some organ- 
izations in this country whose object is anarchy and the 
destruction of law, but I would not meet their efforts 
by making myself a partner in destroying the law. I 
despise and hate their purposes as much as any man, but 
I would respect the ancient processes of justice; and I 
would be too proud not to see them done justice, however 
wrong they are. 

So I want to utter my earnest protest against any 
manifestation of the spirit of lawlessness anywhere or in 
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any cause. Why, gentlemen, look what it means. We 
claim to be the greatest democratic people in the world, 
and democracy means first of all that we can govern 
ourselves. If our men have not self-control, then they are 
not capable of that great thing which we call democratic 
government. A man who takes the law into his own 
hands is not the right man to codperate in any formation 
or development of law and institutions. And some of 
the processes by which the struggle between capital and 
labor is carried on are processes that come very near 
to taking the law into your own hands. I do not mean 
for a moment to compare them with what I have just 
been speaking of, but I want you to see that they are mere 
gradations in the manifestation of the unwillingness to 
cooperate. The fundamental lesson of the whole situa- 
tion is that we must not only take common counsel, but 
also yield to and obey common counsel. Not all of the 
instrumentalities for this are at hand.** I am hopeful 
that in the very near future new instrumentalities may be 
organized by which we can see to it that various things 
which are now going on shall not go on. There are 
various processes of the dilution of labor and the unneces- 
sary substitution of labor and the bidding in distant 
markets and unfairly upsetting the whole competition of 
labor which ought not to go on—I mean now on the part 
of employers—and we must interject into this some instru- 
mentality of codperation by which the fair thing will be 
done all around. Iam hopeful that some such instrumen- 
talities may be devised, but whether they are or not, we 
must use those that we have, and upon every occasion 
where it is necessary, have such an instrumentality origi- 
nated upon that occasion. ’ 
So, my fellow-citizens, the reason I came away from 


4 This refers to laws, boards of arbitration, committees, com- 
missions, with powers extended to adjustment of industrial 
troubles. 
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Washington is that I sometimes get lonely down there. 
There are so many people in Washington who know 
things that are not so, and there are so few people who 
know anything about what the people of the United States 
are thinking about. I have to come away and get re- 
minded of the rest of the country. I have to come away 
and talk to men who are up against the real thing and 
say to them, “I am with you if you are with me.” And 
the only test of being with me is not to think about me 
personally at all, but merely to think of me as the expres- 
sion for the time being of the power and dignity and hope 
of the United States. 


QUESTIONS 


1. Does the introduction do all the things it should for the 
speaker and the speech? 
2. Why did the speaker separate himself from the presidency? 
3. What is the material of the speech? Where is that made clear? 
4. Was the speaker fair to Germany? 
5. What facts to Germany’s credit did he report? 
6. What comparison between the United States and Germany 
did he give? 
7. Why was this material particularly well suited to this 
audience? 
8. What is the Berlin-to-Bagdad Railway? Its purpose? 
9. What do you know of Alsace-Lorraine? 
10. How did the speaker distinguish two kinds of Germany? 
11, What did he say of Russia? 
12. What did he say was the duty of workmen? 
13. What did he say about such things as strikes? 
14. What is his test of an American? 
15. What effect has lawlessness upon democracy? 
16, What promises did he make to labor? 
17. Why would a President get lonely in Washington? 
18. Point out any touches of humor. 
19. Comment on the speaker’s adapting himself and his material 
to his audience. 
20. Is the material interesting? 
21. Is the plan easily followed? 
22. Comment on the style. 
23. List the rather conversational expressions, the informal 
phrases. 
24. What is the best explanatory portion? ; 
25. Compare the general tone of this last speech with the spirit 
of the first three speeches in the book. 
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